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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

The ethnicity of  Velde was Belgian because he was born in Belgium to parents who were natives of  the land. No known record indicates 

whether Velde was a religious person or the spirituality that he practiced. Velde found the socialist William Morris utopian ideals 

appealing and they inspired him to swap painting for applied arts. During WW2, he sided with the Nazis of  Germans, which caused

some of  his colleagues to brand him a collaborator.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD TODAY BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC DESIGN? EXPLAIN.

The designer’s notable work in fields other than what would today be considered graphic design was teaching. The aim was to develop 

organic elements and functional forms to attract the public’s attention through teaching.

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

The designer is most noted as one of  the founders of  art nouveau, which involved a sophisticated play on nature’s intricate bounties. 

Velde is also remembered as the prime mover of  Bauhaus, which is an influential design school

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

The controversial thing about the designer is that he was accused of  collaborating with the Nazis of  Germans during the occupation in 

WW2.  Velde helped the Germans during the war.

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS, AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Velde’s education and training involved art and interior design. The designer attended the prestigious royal academy of  fine arts in 

Antwerp and received classical training as an interior designer and painter in Antwerp and Paris. One of  his mentors was William

Morris, who greatly influenced his work by his socialist utopian ideals.

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

Velde promoted a specific ideology in his work, which was the Bauhaus movement.

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Velde was an iconic person in the history of  graphic design because he paved the way for modern art nouveau and developed an 

education design model that inspired the Bauhaus.

HENRY VAN DE VELDE

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: Henry Clemens Van de Velde

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: Henry Van de Velde

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1863

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Belgium

YEAR DIED: 1957

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: Switzerland



IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

Other important information concerning the designer is that he was first trained as a painter, but later studied architecture and 

applied arts.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Khansa Alodhaib

STATE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS PERSON AND THE QUALITY/IMPORTANCE OF HIS/HER WORK. EXPLAIN WHAT INFLUENCE – OR LACK OF 

INFLUENCE – THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN.

Henri van de Velde played an integral role in the Art Nouveau Movement in Belgium, which generated enthusiasm in architecture and 

decorative and graphic arts throughout Europe. Art Nouveau sought to modernize design by shifting from the popular eclectic historic 

styles of  the 19th century. The Art Nouveau movement focused on ornate typography, elegant curves, and vine-like lines. Art Nouveau 

publications were characterized by the display of  photographic images of  decorative works, interior design, architecture, prints and 

paintings. Advances in printing during the industrial revolution led to distribution of  Art Nouveau magazines across Europe. 

Henri van de Velde influenced various forms of  art, including architecture, painting and interior design. He started as a painter, but 

ended up exploring the other forms with the view of  using aesthetics to transcend boundaries between nations through his work in 

Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, and France. In regards to graphic design, Henri van de Velde designed the Tropon food company’s 

advertisement poster, which combined the letters of  Tropon and distinct color choices of  Art Nouveau print with orange, green, and 

ochre (Alazza, 2011). The poster was among the first to be applied in various versions across different European countries. Henri van 

de Velde’s contribution to architecture included the design of  various objects, including ceramics, silver objects, and furniture. His work 

was influenced by the Art Nouveau style, which involved the synthesis of  structure and ornament. His approach of  combining materials, 

such as brickwork, ceramic, iron and glass was a direct opposite to the traditional values of  reason and clarity of  structure. 

Henri van de Velde’s contribution in the Art Nouveau era of  the late 19th and early 20th century helped to bridge the gap between 

traditional style of  design and modernism. Nevertheless, once modernism was embraced in the 1950s, artists shifted towards 

experimentation with new techniques and materials (Peate, 2018). The modernist graphic design sought to create artwork that resonated 

with the needs of  the modern society. Developing and improving from the works of  Art Nouveau movement, modernist artists adopted 

bold colors, modern fonts, and simple shapes. The Art Deco era, which grew in popularity during World War I, further developed from 

modernism with the aim of  capturing the elements of  beauty and luxury in typography and simple shapes. The Art Deco movement was 

characterized with authentic and lavish forms of  art, involving symmetrical patterns, contrasting colors and geometric shapes. From the 

Art Deco movement came the Swiss style, which focused on simplicity and legibility. Swiss-style graphic designers focus on sans-serif  

fonts and typography instead of  sketches. The contemporary society is characteristic of  the digital era, which borrows

from all the other styles and seeks to align them with the current tastes and preferences of  the digital society. 

Although Art Nouveau design has been considerably overtaken by the waves of  Modernism, Art Deco, Swiss style, and the Digital 

era, its influence is still felt in the use of  soft colors in the vintage graphic design strategies. As one of  the pioneers of  Art Nouveau 

movement, I derive inspiration from the works of  Henri van de Velde who contributed immensely towards the revolutionization of  arts 

from traditional to modernist styles. All the movements that came after Art Nouveau have only been improving on the works of  the 

pioneers of  graphic design.
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