
DESIGNER 1 FULL NAME: Charles Rennie Mackintosh

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1866

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Scotland

YEAR DIED: 1928

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: London

EDUCATION/TRAINING: Trained as an architect in a “local practice and studied art and design” at the Glasgow School of 

Art. 1 He also had “an apprentice architect at Glasgow firm Honeyman & Keppie 2.”

DESIGNER 2 FULL NAME: Margaret Macdonald

GENDER: Female

YEAR BORN: 1864

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Scotland

YEAR DIED: 1933

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: London

EDUCATION/TRAINING: Glasgow School of Art, she was also “accomplished and versatile artist in watercolours, 

metalwork, embroidery and textiles. 2 ”

DESIGNER 3 FULL NAME: James Herbert Macnair

     GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1868

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Scotland

YEAR DIED: 1955

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: Scotland

EDUCATION/TRAINING: Glasow School of Art, “educated at the Collegiate School, Greenock, and, after studying 

watercolour painting in France, apprenticed himself to John Honeyman 3 “

DESIGNER 3 FULL NAME: Frances Macdonald

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1873

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Scotland

YEAR DIED: 1921

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: Scotland

The Four



EDUCATION/TRAINING: Glasgow School of Art. 

RACE | ETHNICITY | RELIGION | POLITICAL ALIGNMENT

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE GROUP’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

The group were all Scottish. They all grew up in the same country and ended up at the same school where they met.

DID ANY OF THE DESIGNERS DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED 

GRAPHIC DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

Mackintosh is considered the best architect from Scotland 2. Margaret Macdonald is considered one of the

best artists of early 20th century Britain. 3 The Macdonald sisters were interior designers. Macnair also

was an architect.3 Macnair was a designer, furniture maker, book-illustrator, book-plate maker,

watercolor painter and posters designer. He also worked as an “Instructor in Design at the School of

Architecture and Applied Art at University College, Liverpool.” 3

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

As a group, their graphic design work was outside of the design community because they did posters for

musicals. Mackintosh was also known outside the design world because of his architecture. 2 One work

that is well known is by Margarete called the Embroidered panel. 2

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

They are most noted for their poster design as well as their spooky figure. Their style is a little different

compared to other Art Nouveau artists, they use muted colors and really long, elongated shapes. 

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

They do have similar aspects explained. They have elongated figures and muted colors. 

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER GROUP MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

Explain here and remove this explanation text. If more than one thing can be listed, explain this also. Examples could be an 

influential style, typeface designed, pioneering design technique, political views, etc. This is not about a piece of work that the 

designer is famous because the rest of the questionnaire covers that. For what THING is this designer noted? If you’re confused and 

scribbles on your initial questionnaire don’t make sense, please ask Prof. Nikki as soon as possible. 

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGN GROUP OR ITS MEMBERS? EXPLAIN. 

They are considered to be the spook school because of their “ghouly” imagery which scared some

people.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGN GROUP IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

They mainly did lithography as a group. Lithography uses lithographic ink & conditioners, lithographic crayons, pencils, 



lithographic stones, lithographic plates, aluminium, zinc 

DID THIS DESIGN GROUP PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN ITS WORK? EXPLAIN. 

The ideology that they promoted was their “spooky” aesthetic.

WHY IS THIS DESIGN GROUP VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

They were considered iconic because of their poster design. They don’t have much other work other

than that. The group’s previous knowledge of architecture allowed great structure in their designs.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGN GROUP?

No

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Emily Richards 

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGN GROUP AND ITS WORK. ALSO EXPLAIN WHAT INFLUENCE, 

IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

The Four had a very influential style. It affected people that worked with them and around them at the

time of their height. I think that everyone who created work during the Art Nouveau movement was

influential. Art Nouveau is considered the first style that begins modernism. It is the first style that is

drastically different from the Victorian and other styles that came before it. Art Nouveau artists wanted to

be different, they took influence from Japanese art and created a never before seen style because trade with Japan had just began. 

Previous styles had been all about realism and Art Nouveau was not. Art Nouveau used shapes and lines and patterns like they have 

never been done before. As the time went on, the extravagant decorations began to lessen. Patterns became simpler and then were 

turned to flat color. From art nouveau to art deco to constructivism to De Stijl and then to the Bauhaus where modernism

thrived. Every artist involved in those movements played a key role in the birth of modernism and the international style. 

 

In comparison to other artists from the time, they are less influential. They created less

work, but they also did work individually. When I googled their work, less of it popped up (but it was also harder to find becoause 

the name “The Four” is very common along with “Glasgow School.” Both names have lots of different art images assoiated with 

it). They are one of the lesser known artists from that time period, but what they did was not like everyone else. They were heavily 

influenced by Audrey Beardsley. When comparing their characters, they look quite similar. Audrey Beardsley was one of the

first known artists to come out of Art Nouveau, so it was easy for artists after him to see his work and become influenced. 

 

The Four is also referred to as the “Spook School.” The ominous figure that is

perched at the top of posters who looks down at what is below is the reason for the name spook school. It

was created by the Macdonald sisters who wanted to come up with an androgynous figure which resulted

in the figure they use in many of their posters. They use a lot less color than other Art Nouveau artists.

One of my favorite artists from that time is Alphonse Mucha. Mucha is much more decorative and uses



more colors. He has more flowing lines and details while the four is almost art deco like. 

 

They were different than other groups because almost all of them had backgrounds in architecture

 or interior design and painting, not graphic design. But because of all of their different backgrounds, they could come

together and create great work. They were influential because they had created their own style, called the

“Glasgow Style.” The group is also often times separated and referred to as the Glasgow boys and the

Glasgow girls. Those groups also had other people in it that were involved that were doing the same thing

as The Four. That is where their influence was really seen. They affected people that were in the same

area and doing Art Nouveau. In my work, they do not directly influence me. Like Koloman Moser, I

could use their pieces as color palette references.
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