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There is a TON of information,  
much of which I will reference today.  
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TIMELINE

• World  War 1 : 1914-1918 

• Russian Revolution : 1917 

• Bauhaus School : existed 1919-1933, Germany


• Nazi Party (WW2) : grew into a mass movement  
and ruled Germany through totalitarian means  
from 1933 to 1945


• World  War 2 : 1939-1945



OVERVIEW - WW1
• World War I began in 1914 after the assassination of Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand of Austria. His murder catapulted into a war 
across Europe that lasted until 1918. 


• During the conflict, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the 
Ottoman Empire (the Central Powers) fought against Great 
Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Romania, Japan and the United 
States (the Allied Powers). 


• Thanks to new military technologies and the horrors of trench 
warfare, World War I saw unprecedented levels of carnage  
and destruction. 


• By the time the war was over and the Allied Powers claimed 
victory, more than 16 million people—soldiers and civilians alike
—were dead.

• Drafted during the Paris Peace Conference in the spring of 1919. 
It created (forced) new borders* for Germany


• “Allies demanded ‘compensation by Germany for all damage 
done to the civilian population of the Allies and their property 
by the aggression of Germany by land, by sea and from the air.’


• “The German delegates [and other defeated nations] were 
presented with a fait accompli.


• They were shocked at the severity of the terms and protested 
the contradictions between the assurances made when the 
armistice was negotiated and the actual treaty. 
Accepting the ‘war guilt’ clause and the reparation terms were 
especially odious to them.”  << This will be part of why/how 
Hitler took power and WW2 happened.

TREATY OF VERSAILLES

OVERVIEW - END OF WW1

• Germany returned the border region of Alsace-Lorraine to France  
(taken from France in the Franco-Prussian war in 1871).


• Germany surrendered small amounts of German territory to Belgium.

• France was granted occupation of Germany’s $$coal-rich$$ Saar region.

• The Entente (Allied Forces) Powers occupied all German territory west of the 

Rhine River.

• Austria and Germany, the two German states,  

were never allowed to unite in the future. 
• The Sudetenland, a region that was overwhelmingly German,  

became part of the new country of Czechoslovakia.

• German port cities on the Baltic were awarded to the new country of Poland.

• Germany surrendered the region of Upper Silesia to Poland.

• The German Army would be limited to 100,000 volunteer troops. 
• Germany was forbidden to have an airforce or U-boats. 
• Germany would have to pay war reparations.
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TREATY OF VERSAILLES
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• Began in America, but affect many more countries 
whose economies were tied in any way  
(=most of western Europe, including Germany.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
<< This will also be part of why/how Hitler  
     took power and WW2 happened.

THE GREAT DEPRESSION
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• Began in America, but affect many more countries 
whose economies were tied in any way  
(=most of western Europe, including Germany.) 
 
This will also be part  
of why/how Hitler  
took power and  
WW2 happened.

THE GREAT DEPRESSION

OVERVIEW - END OF WW1
FORMATION OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

OVERVIEW - END OF WW1

THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

OVERVIEW - END OF WW1

• A loaf of bread cost $75 BILLION marks.

• HYPERINFLATION (printing more money won’t help).

• SEVERE POVERTY by many.

THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC 

OVERVIEW - END OF WW1

• Beer Hall Putsch - Nov 8-9, 1923 
• Hitler in jail (guilty of high treason) - April, 1924, but released after 

serving only about 9 months.



THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC AND ITS END

OVERVIEW - END OF WW1

• Hitler had time to pen his “Mein Kampf”
THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC ENDS FEB 28, 1933

OVERVIEW

• January 30, 1933: Hitler is appointed Chancellor, head of a coalition government. 
• February 27, 1933: Reichstag (designed as a home to the parliament of the German 

Empire) catches fire = arson. 
• February 28, 1933: Enabling Act (the power to enact laws without the involvement 

of the Reichstag, and to override fundamental aspects of the Weimar Constitution). 
• Soon after, Hitler evokes Article 48 of the Weimar Constitution grants (no democratic 

vote) the “president” to assume certain powers when faced with a state emergency. 
• Under Hitler, the Nazi Party grew into a mass movement and ruled Germany as a 

totalitarian state from 1933 to 1945.  (1939-1945)

THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC ENDS FEB 28, 1933

OVERVIEW

THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC ENDS FEB 28, 1933

OVERVIEW

Weimar Republic: 

Unofficial title of the German state from 1919-1933

(Weimar, Germany because where it began instead of Berlin)


Bauhaus (German art school) existed between 1919-1933 
• Weimar: 1919-1925

• Dessau*: 1925-1932

• Berlin: 1932-1933

• (then closed by Nazis)

WEIMAR REPUBLIC ≠ NAZI GERMANY OVERVIEW - WW2 BEGINS



OVERVIEW - GERMAN HISTORY
POLITICAL ISMS
•Socialism 
•Communism 
•Fascism 
•Capitalism 
•Nationalism 
•+ more, but these are the main belief systems  
held by artists/movements discussed in this lecture  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OVERVIEW - NAZI GERMANY

https://www.snopes.com/news/2017/09/05/were-nazis-socialists/


OVERVIEW - NAZI GERMANY
NAZIS
•Nazis had nothing to do with WW1.  
•The Treaty of Versailles from WW1 was part of the civil 
unrest that ended up causing the formation of groups 
including the Nazis. 


•Not all Germans were Nazis.  
Many Germans attempted to flee from the Nazi regime.


•Nazis slowly took over the government.  
Hitler technically came to power legally. 


•Nazis took control of Germany in 1933.

•The holocaust DID happen.  
To think otherwise is willfully ignorant.

https://www.etymonline.com/word/nazi


OVERVIEW - NAZI GERMANY 6,000,000 Jews killed 
Also targeted:


• People with disabilities


• Homosexuals


• Soviet prisoners of war


• Slavic people  
(esp. Poles and Russians)


• Roma (Gypsies)


• Political opponents, primarily 
Communists, Socialists,  
Social Democrats, and trade 
union leaders


• Jehovah's Witnesses


• ALL OF THESE INCLUDE 
ADULTS AND CHILDREN



The Nazis considered:

•  The First Reich:  
 The Holy Roman Empire (952–1806)


•The Second Reich:  
The empire established after the unification of the  
German states in 1871. 


•Hitler was confident that his Third Reich would be the 
greatest of all, and it would last a thousand years.

https://www.etymonline.com/word/nazi


NAZIS
OVERVIEW - NAZI GERMANY

Controlled either by 

Germany or its allies.

OVERVIEW - NAZI GERMANY + WW2
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• Influence of Modern Art
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INTRODUCTION TO MODERNISM 2

• Frank Lloyd Wright - America

• The Four (The Glasgow School) - Scotland

• Vienna Secession – Austria (Austro-Hungarian Empire)

• Werkbund & Peter Behrens - Germany
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Modern (vs. modern) Style or Modernist  
Graphic Design is also forming.  

 
We will discuss this in PART 2 after your midterm.

MODERN ART MODERN ART

Pieter Bruegel the Elder  
Landscape with the Fall of Icarus, 1560

Marcel Duchamp  
Nude Descending a Staircase, No. 2, 1912

MODERN ART

Amidst the turbulent times, it is not surprising that 
visual art and design experienced a series of 
creative revolutions that questioned: 

•Long-held values 
•Approaches to organizing space 
•The role of art and design in society.



- Cubism - started in Paris, France 

- Futurism - started in Italy


- Dada - started in Zurich, Switzerland 

- Surrealism - started in Paris, France


- Expressionism - started in Germany 
 

- Be aware of the year pieces were created.

INFLUENCE OF MODERN ART

-Cubism 

- Futurism


- Dada


- Surrealism


- Expressionism*

INFLUENCE OF MODERN ART MODERN ART - CUBISM

Pablo Picasso, 

Man with Violin, 

1911-12

MODERN ART - CUBISM

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-1010/cubism-early-abstraction/cubism/a/picassos-early-work

MODERN ART - CUBISM

Pablo Picasso, Guernica, 1937  

MODERN ART - CUBISM

Juan Gris,  
Bottle and Fruit-Dish, 

1919



MODERN ART - CUBISM

Fernand Léger, The City, 1919

- Cubism


-Futurism 

- Dada


- Surrealism


- Expressionism*

INFLUENCE OF MODERN ART MODERN ART - FUTURISM

Futurism was launched when the Italian poet Filippo Marinetti (1876–1944) 
published his Manifesto of Futurism in the Paris newspaper Le Figaro on 
February 20, 1909. 
 
The manifesto voiced enthusiasm for war, the machine age, speed, and 
modern life. It shocked the public by proclaiming, “We will destroy 
museums, libraries, and fight against moralism, feminism, and all 
utilitarian cowardice.


We intend to sing the love of danger, the habit of energy and fearlessness. 
Courage, audacity, and revolt will be essential elements of our poetry…  
We affirm that the world’s magnificence has been enriched by a new beauty: 
the beauty of speed…a roaring car that seems to ride on grapeshot is more 
beautiful than the Victory of Samothrace…Except in struggle, there is no 
more beauty. No work withoutan aggressive character can be a masterpiece.

MODERN ART - FUTURISM

Filippo Marinetti,  
foldout from


Les mots en liberté futuristes, 1919.”, 

1915

MODERN ART - FUTURISM

• Defied correct syntax and grammar, to express 
their emotionally charged poetry.


• Fusion of Cubist painting and Futurist poetry. 

• Celebration of the machine age, glorifying war 

and favoring the growth of fascism. 

• Used a painterly typographic design.

• Poetry as works of visual art.

PAROLE IN LIBERTA - WORDS IN FREEDOM

MODERN ART - FUTURISM

Filippo Marinetti, “Une assembléetumultueuse” (A Tumultuous Assembly), foldout from Les mots enliberté futuristes, 1919



MODERN ART - FUTURISM

Carlo Carra,

“Parole in Liberta”, 


1914


MODERN ART - FUTURISM

The Futurist poets believed that the use of 
different sizes, weights, and styles of type 
allowed them to weld painting and poetry, because 
the intrinsic beauty of letterforms – manipulated 
creatively – transformed the printed page into a 
work of visual art.


MODERN ART - FUTURISM

Ardengo Soffici, “Bifszf + 18 Simultaneite Chimismi Iirici”, 1915

- Cubism


- Futurism


-Dada 

- Surrealism


- Expressionism*

INFLUENCE OF MODERN ART MODERN ART - DADA

A movement in art and literature based on deliberate 
irrationality and negation of traditional artistic values. 

•Anti-“art”

•Anti-war

•Anti-borgeois

•Anarchist in nature

•Purpose was to ridicule what its participants 
considered to be meaningless of the modern world.

MODERN ART - DADA

Marcel Duchamp, 

The Fountain, 


1917


The readymades of Marcel 
Duchamp are ordinary 

manufactured objects that the 
artist selected and modified,  

as an antidote to what he called 
"retinal art".  

 
By simply choosing the  

object and repositioning or  
joining, titling and signing it,  

the Found object became art.



MODERN ART - DADA MODERN ART - DADA

Marcel Duchamp, The Bride Stripped Bare by her Bachelors, Even,  1915-23

MODERN ART - DADA

Marcel Duchamp, 

L.H.O.O.Q., 


1919

MODERN ART - DADA

Raoul Hausmann, 

ABCD or Portrait de l’Artiste, 


1923-24, 

collage and photomontage on paper


MODERN ART - DADA

Kurt Schwitters, 

untitled (Grune Zugabe), 


c. 1920s


MODERN ART - DADA

Hannah Hoch, 

Cut with the Dada Kitchen Knife through the Last 

Weimar Beer-Belly Cultural Epoch in Germany,  
1919, 


Collage




- Cubism


- Futurism


- Dada


-Surrealism 

- Expressionism*

INFLUENCE OF MODERN ART MODERN ART - SURREALISM

Salvador Dalí, The Persistence of Memory, oil on canvas, 1931

MODERN ART - SURREALISM

MODERN ART - SURREALISM

• Dada - destructive and perpetually exhibitionist

• Surrealism - more about a poetic faith in man and his spirit. 

And by THIS, humanity could be liberated from social and 
moral conventions. 


• Searching for the  
“more real than real world behind the real.”


• Explored the world of intuition, dreams, unconscious realm 
(areas opened up by Freud’s studies).


• Express the true function of thought.

• Find new TRUTHS.

• Stream-of-consciousness 
• Surreal collages
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MODERN ART - SURREALISM

Méret Oppenheim, Object (Le Dejeuner en fourrure), 1936 
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MODERN ART - SURREALISM

René Magritte, The Philosopher's Lamp, 1936, oil on canvas

MODERN ART - SURREALISM

Joan Miro, Harlequin's Carnival, oil on canvas, 1925

MODERN ART - SURREALISM

Max Ernst, collage from Une Semaine de Bonte, 1934

MODERN ART - SURREALISM

Salvador Dali, Le Grand paranoiac, 1936

- Cubism


- Futurism


- Dada


- Surrealism


-Expressionism*

INFLUENCE OF MODERN ART



MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

• Expressionism emerged simultaneously in various cities 
across Germany as a response to a widespread anxiety 
about humanity's increasingly discordant relationship 
with the world and accompanying lost feelings of 
authenticity and spirituality.


• The classic phase of the Expressionist movement lasted 
from approximately 1905 to 1920 and spread  
throughout Europe.

MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

Edvard Munch, 

The Scream, 1893, 


Oil Tempera And Pastel On Cardboard 


MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

https://artmejo.com/munchs-the-scream/

MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

https://artmejo.com/munchs-the-scream/

MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

Kathe Schmidt Kollwitz, “The Survivors Make War on War!” poster, 1923



MODERN ART - EXPRESSIONISM

Paul Klee, Fish Magic, 1925

MODERN ART = “DEGENERATE ART”

• Under the Weimar government of the 1920s, Germany 
emerged as a leading center of the avant-garde. 


• It was the birthplace of Expressionism in painting and 
sculpture, of the atonal musical compositions of Arnold 
Schoenberg, and the jazz-influenced work of Paul 
Hindemith and Kurt Weill. Films such as Robert Wiene's 
The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920) and F.W. Murnau's 
Nosferatu (1922) brought Expressionism to cinema.
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• Under the Weimar government of the 1920s, Germany 
emerged as a leading center of the avant-garde. 


• It was the birthplace of Expressionism in painting and 
sculpture, of the atonal musical compositions of Arnold 
Schoenberg, and the jazz-influenced work of Paul 
Hindemith and Kurt Weill. Films such as Robert Wiene's 
The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920) and F.W. Murnau's 
Nosferatu (1922) brought Expressionism to cinema.


• The Nazis viewed the culture of the Weimar period  
with disgust. Their response stemmed partly from a 
conservative aesthetic taste, and partly from their 
determination to use culture as a propaganda tool.

MODERN ART = “DEGENERATE ART”

• “All modern art was considered ‘degenerate’ by the National 
Socialist (Nazi) party. Expressionism was particularly singled 
out. In 1937, German museums were purged of modern 
art by the government, a total of some 15,550 works 
being removed.  

• A selection of these was then put on show in Munich in an 
exhibition titled Entartete Kunst (Degenerate Art).  
This was carefully staged so as to encourage the public to 
mock the work.  


• At the same time an exhibition was held of traditionally 
painted and sculpted work which extolled the Nazi party and 
Hitler’s view of the virtues of German life: Kinder, Küche, 
Kirche (roughly, Family, Home and Church). 

MODERN ART = “DEGENERATE ART”
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