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ARTH 4573 
HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Section 8a – bauhaus 

NOT 
OPTIONAL 

} Bauhaus 
}  The New Typography 
}  (Intro to) American Modernism 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQa0BajKB4Q Laszlo Moholy-Nagy, title page Staatliches Bauhaus in Weimer, 1919-1923, 1923 

Bauhaus 

} German design school 
}  1919-1933 
} NO DISTINCTION between fine arts and 

applied visual arts 
}  Furniture 
}  Architecture 
}  Product design 
}  Graphics 

Bauhaus Key Ideas 
}  “The motivations behind the creation of the Bauhaus lay 

in the 19th century, in anxieties about the soullessness of 
manufacturing and its products, and in fears about art's 
loss of purpose in society. Creativity and 
manufacturing were drifting apart, and the 
Bauhaus aimed to unite them once again, 
rejuvenating design for everyday life.” 

http://www.theartstory.org/movement-bauhaus.htm 
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Bauhaus Key Ideas 
}  “Although the Bauhaus abandoned much of the ethos of 

the old academic tradition of fine art education, it 
maintained a stress on intellectual and theoretical 
pursuits, and linked these to an emphasis on practical 
skills, crafts and techniques that was more reminiscent of 
the medieval guild system. Fine art and craft were 
brought together with the goal of problem solving 
for a modern industrial society. In so doing, the 
Bauhaus effectively leveled the old hierarchy of the arts, 
placing crafts on par with fine arts such as sculpture and 
painting, and paving the way for many of the ideas that 
have inspired artists in the late 20th century.” 

http://www.theartstory.org/movement-bauhaus.htm 

Bauhaus Key Ideas 
}  “The stress on experiment and problem solving at the 

Bauhaus has proved enormously influential for the 
approaches to education in the arts. It has led to the  
'fine arts' being rethought as the 'visual arts', and 
art considered less as an adjunct of the 
humanities, like literature or history, and more as 
a kind of research science.” 

http://www.theartstory.org/movement-bauhaus.htm 

Bauhaus 

} Craftsmanship vs. Mass Production 
}  Relationship of Usefulness and Beauty 
}  Practical purpose of formal beauty in  

commonplace object 
} Could a single proper form exist? 

Bauhaus staff 

} Walter Gropius 
}  Paul Klee 
} Wassily Kandinsky 
} Herbert Bayer 
}  Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 
}  Theo von Doesburg 
}  plus others 
}   including influential visitors like El Lissitzky 

Preliminary Course 

} Goals: 
}  To develop understanding of the physical 

nature of materials 
}  To release each student’s individual creativity 
}  Via fundamental principles of design underlying 

all visual art 
}  Emphasis on: 

} Visual contrasts 
} Old Master paintings 

Bauhaus vs. DeStijl 

}  Similar aims 
}  But Bauhaus believed deStijl: 
}  too dogmatic in its insistence on strict geometry  
}  and impersonal style 

Bauhaus and the German government 

} Government let authorities insist that  
Bauhaus have a major exhibition to  
demonstrate accomplishment 

}  1923 Exhibition 
} Attended by over 15,000 people 
}  Internationally acclaimed 
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Joost Schmidt, Bauhaus Exhibition Poster, 1923 

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 

} Constructivist 

Lazlo Moholy-Nagy, watercolour 

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 

} Constructivist 
} Experimented with many new materials 

Lazlo Moholy-Nagy, Photogram, 1922 

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 

} Constructivist 
}  Experimented with many new materials 
} Great figurehead for PR purposes  

Lazlo Moholy-Nagy, proposed title page for Broom, 1923 Lazlo Moholy-Nagy, typophoto poster for tires, 1923 

Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 

} Constructivist 
}  Experimented with many new materials 
} Great figurehead for PR purposes  
}  Typophoto as objective integration of  

word and image to communicate a  
message with immediacy 

} Absolute clarity of communication without 
preconceived aesthetic notions 
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Laszlo Moholy-Nagy 
}  “Designing is not a profession but an attitude. Design has 

many connotations. It is the organization of materials and 
processes in the most productive way, in a harmonious 
balance of all elements necessary for a certain function. It 
is the integration of technological, social, and economical 
requirements, biological necessities, and the psychological 
effects of materials, shape, color, volume and space. 
Thinking in relationships.” 

Bauhaus in Dessau, Germany 

Bauhaus at Dessau 

}  1924-5 
} Director, masters resigned 
}  Students followed 

}  1925 
} Move to small provincial town of Dessau 
} Work began immediately in temporary facilities 

}  1926 
} New building complex 
} Curriculum reorganized  

Bauhaus at Dessau 

}  Professors 
} Hochschule fur Gestaltung 
}  Bauhaus magazine and series of 14  

Bauhausbucher books 
}  Editors: Kandinsky, Klee, Gropius, Mondrian,  

Moholy-Nagy,  Van Doesburg 
}  Important for spreading advanced ideas about art 

theory and its application to architecture and design 

} Bauhaus Corporation 

New Professors/Masters 

}  Josef Albers 
}  Taught systematic preliminary course  

investigating the constructive qualities  
of materials 

} Marcel Breuer 
}  Head of furniture workshop 
}  Invented tubular-style furniture 

} Herbert Bayer 
}  Professor of newly added typography and  

graphic design workshop 
 

Herbert Bayer, self-portrait 

Herbert Bayer,  design for a kiosk and display boards 

Bauhaus style (Bayer strong influence) 

}  Innovations along functional and  
constructivist lines 

}  Sans-serif fonts used almost exclusively 
}  Extreme contrasts of type size and weight 
} Bars, rules, points, squares used to  

subdivide space, unify diverse elements,  
lead viewers eye through page 

}  Elementary forms and use of black with  
one bright hue were favored 

} Dynamic composition with strong  
horizontals and verticals (some diagonals) 

Herbert Bayer,  Universal typeface design, 1925 
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Herbert Bayer, brochure cover for series of 14 Bauhaus books, 1929 Herbert Bayer, brochure cover for series of 14 Bauhaus books, 1929 

Bauhaus Final Years 

Joost Schmidt, Bauhaus magazine cover, 1928 

Bauhaus Final Years 

} Nazis 
} Dominated Dessau City Council 
}  1932 - Cancelled Bauhaus faculty contracts 

}  Bauhaus attempt to operate out of empty 
telephone factory in Berlin-Steglitz 

}  10 Aug 1933 – faculty voted to dissolve the 
Bauhaus with a notice that faculty available 
to students for consultation if needed 

Bauhaus Final Years 

}  Emigrate to America 
} Gropius and Marcel Breuer 
}  Taught architecture at Harvard University 

} Moholy-Nagy 
} Established The New Bauhaus in Chicago  

(now The Institute of Design at  
The Illinois Institute of Technology) 

}  “The Bauhaus accomplishments and influences 
transcend its 14-year life, 33 faculty members, and 
about 1,250 students.  It created a viable, modern 
design movement spanning architecture, product 
design, and visual communication.  A modernist 
approach to visual education was developed, and the 
faculty’s class-preparation and teaching methods 
made a major contribution to visual theory.  In 
dissolving fine and applied art boundaries, the 
Bauhaus tried to bring art into a close relationship 
with life by way of design, which was seen as a vehicle 
for social change and cultural revitalization.” -Meggs 
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