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Introduction to Typography 

TYPE AS SHAPE 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

These letters form 
words in a script.  
This is Latin or Roman 
script of the English 
language.  

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

Ces lettres forment des 
mots dans un script . 
Ceci est le latin ou 
l'alphabet latin de la 
langue anglaise . 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

Korera no moji wa, 
sukuriputo-nai no 
tango o keisei  
shimasu. Kore wa 
ratengo ya eigo no 
rōmansukuriputodesu. 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

	
これらの文字は、スクリ
プト内の単語を形成しま
す。これはラテン語や英
語のローマンスクリプト 
です。 

Designers must know how  
to control words on a written 
page with awareness of 
behaviorism and culture. 
BUT FIRST… 
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ONE 
letter 

is a  
shape 

 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
shape 

 

Typography 

is about  
shape 

and the space 
around, within, 

between. 

http://www.signkick.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Typography-explained.png 
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-RwsoMUshE7g/UGl_ 
4XnGK7I/AAAAAAAAAA0/zsNoMgqIzCQ/s1600/diagram.png 

http://lisagarnerdesign.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/ 
Vox-Atypi-Classification-System-Poster-1.png 

Basics 

�  Serif 
¡  Palatino, Times, New York, Garamond 

� Sans Serif 
¡ Helvetica, Arial, Futura, Gills Sans 

�  (Other) - Decorative, Script, Hand, etc.!
¡  Just about anything that doesn’t fit into the other 2 categories!

Basics 

� Serif 
Basics 

� Sans Serif 
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Basics 

� (Other) - 
Decorative, Script, 
Hand, etc.!

https://typelayoutbmcc.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/serif_types_by_martinsilvertant-d67nuuc.jpg 

https://logoblink.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/a-logotypes.jpg 

typography

� Looking ahead to  
more of what you will  
learn this semester... 

Structure 

descender line 
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Size 

� 72 points = 1 inch 
� 6 picas = 1 inch 

Size 

� 72 points = 1 inch 
�  A point is the smallest unit of measure, being a subdivision of the 

larger pica. It is commonly abbreviated as pt.  
�  The traditional printer's point, from the era of hot metal typesetting and 

presswork, varied between 0.18 and 0.4 mm depending on various 
definitions of the foot. Today, the traditional point has been supplanted 
by the desktop publishing point (also called the PostScript point), which 
has been rounded to an even 72 points to the inch (1 point = 127⁄360 
mm = 352.7 µm). In either system, there are 12 points to the pica. 

�  The idea of font size standardization dates back to the 17th century,  
but the first easy-to-handle typographic point was proposed only in 
1737 by the French printer and type founder Pierre Simon Fournier. 

Size 

� 6 picas = 1 inch 
�  Picas – the horizontal is measured in Picas.   
�  Measurement not often heard anymore unless talking  

about newspapers.  
�  There are 12 points to a pica. 

 
�  FYI: For print, you should always have your preferences set to have 

type measured in points and other units in inches (unless in a metric-
based society).  Web can be pixels.  

Structure 

descender line 

�  Font Size:  
The size of type, measured in points between the bottom of the 
descender and the top of the ascender (the vertical point size of a font). 
Sometimes referred to as the Type or Point Size. 

(But it’s not always that easy.) 
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(But it’s not always that easy.) Typeface vs. Font

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

Typeface vs. Font

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

Typeface vs. Font

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

�  “Regardless, it is still safe (and correct) to think of  
¡ a typeface as a design and 
¡ a font as its digital container.  

 
�  No matter how far you go down the rabbit hole, this 

distinction at least continues to hold true.”  

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

Typeface vs. Font
PROJECT 2 
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PROJECT 2 
�  Start exploring typefaces/fonts on dafont.com 

and what is already on your computer.  
�  Most of the great classics are very expensive, 

though you may find some copies on places 
like dafont.com. 

PROJECT 2 

�  Download the fonts you want to use.  
�  They will be in your Downloads folder  

(search to find if it’s not in your dock). 

PROJECT 2 PROJECT 2 
�  Find Font Book (search) 
�  Drag your unzipped font folder to  

the User icon.  
�  Start using them in ILLUSTRATOR.  

PROJECT 2 �  Start typing in alphabets of letters in lots of 
different fonts. EXPLORE! PROJECT 2 

�  Get CLOSE! See the details. 
�  Keep track of the fonts you’re using. 
�  I suggest you create square artboards from the 

beginning and use a Clipping Mask 
OR place white rectangles around the artboard 
on another layer you can lock down.  
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PROJECT 2 


