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WHY ART HISTORY? 

}  Like any other discipline, art requires the viewer to 
be knowledgeable about the information it presents.  

}  The more you know, the more you can enjoy. 

ART vs. GRAPHIC DESIGN  
}  “There is a German word, Zeitgeist, that does not have 

an English equivalent. It means spirit of the time, and 
refers to the cultural trends that are characteristic of a 
given era.  

}  The immediacy and ephemeral nature of 
graphic design, combined with its link with the 
social, political, and economic life of its culture, 
enable it to more closely express the Zeitgeist of an 
epoch than many other forms of human expression...” 
                                                                      -Meggs 

ARTH 4573 
HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN 

section 1A – early writing systems 
asian contribution 

HOMO SAPIENS 
}  Biological species of conscious, thinking people 

}  MAJOR STEPS IN DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIES 
}  Tools 
}  Speech 
}  Writing 

}  Imperfection of human memory 
}  Immediacy of expression that cannot transcend time and place 
}  Major step towards civilization and order 

*approximate location of Jonesboro, Arkansas 
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}  PREHISTORIC 
}  Paleolithic and Neolithic periods 
}  35-40,000 BCE 
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}  PREHISTORIC 
}  In prehistoric art, the term pictograph 

or pictogram describes an image, sign 
or symbol which is created in order to 
express some idea or information.  
}  Latin  

“pictus” = painting 
“graph/gram” = drawn or written. 

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/prehistoric/pictographs.htm 
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}  PREHISTORIC 
}  In prehistoric art, the term pictograph 

or pictogram describes an image, sign 
or symbol which is created in order to 
express some idea or information.  
 

}  In addition, note that pictographic 
symbols that are cut or carved into the 
rock surface are known as petroglyphs, 
while those drawn or painted on rocks 
are called petrograms. 
}  But both are pictograph/grams 

http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/prehistoric/pictographs.htm 
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}  PREHISTORIC 
 
 
 
 
}  Cave paintings (petrograms) 
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*approximate location of Lascaux, France 
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Lascaux, France  (2017 map) Cave painting, Lascaux, 15,000-10,000 BCE 

Cave painting detail, Lascaux, 15,000-10,000 BCE Cave painting, Lascaux, 15,000-10,000 BCE 
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Chauvet Cave, Caverne du Pont d’Arc – Ardèche France (2017 map) 

REPLICA: Chauvet Cave, Caverne du Pont d’Arc – Ardèche France, 2015 Cave painting, Chauvet Cave, 32-30,000 BCE Cave painting detail, Chauvet Cave, 32-30,000 BCE 
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El Castillo Cave, Puente Viesgo, Spain (2017 map) El Castillo Cave paintings, Puente Viesgo, Spain, 32-30,000 BCE 

Material used will 
always affect  
the artwork 

Cave painting detail, Lascaux, 15,000-10,000 BCE 

Material used will 
always affect  
the artwork 

PICTOGRAMS: 
Elementary 
pictures to 
represent things 
depicted 

Purposes hypothesized 
for these paintings: 
religious/ritual, 
information? 

Cave painting detail, Chauvet Cave, 32-30,000 BCE Cave painting detail, Chauvet Cave, 32-30,000 BCE 
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}  PREHISTORIC 
 
 
 
 
}  Rock carvings (petroglyphs) 

*approximate location of Nevada and Utah (USA) on left; Libya on right Atlas Rock petroglyphs, Valley of Fire, Nevada, USA. Newspaper Rock State Historic Monument, Utah, USA 
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Libya Petroglyphs 
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*approximate location of Mesopotamia *approximate location of Mesopotamia -  Satellite map shows terrain and country borders/names names from 2015. 
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Map shows Ancient Mesopotamia (reference the video online about Mesopotamia) 
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}  MESOPOTAMIA 
}  “Between Rivers” 

}  Land between Tigris and Euphrates 
}  Known as the Fertile Crescent 

}  Village Culture to “High Civilization” 
}  Social Order 

Alabaster relief from the palace of King Tiglath-Pileser III, c. 500 BC. 
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Cylinder seal and clay imprint of mythological scene, Assyria c. 800 BCE 
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}  MESOPOTAMIA 
}  “Between Rivers” 

}  Land between Tigris and Euphrates 
}  Known as the Fertile Crescent 

}  Village Culture to “High Civilization” 
}  Social Order 

}  Cuneiform (“wedge-shaped” in Latin) 
}  Achieved by pressing a wedge-shaped stylus 

made of reed or wood into soft clay tablets. 
}  First signs pictographic, later improved upon 

by Babylonians to create a syllabic script 

CUNEIFORM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbZ2asfyHcA CUNEIFORM CUNEIFORM 

}  STARTING TO SIMPLIFY 
}  Scribes turned the pictographs on their sides and began to write in 

horizontal (rows) from left to right and top to bottom 
}  This made writing easier and writing speed increased 
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}  The Invention of Writing 
}  Social order 
}  Economic progress 
}  Technological development 
}  Cultural development 
}  Libraries organized (tablets, not books) 

}  Thousands of commercial contracts and 
records 

}  Enabled society to stabilize itself under 
rule and law  
}  *Following lineage of Western line 
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}  How did writing (cultures, etc.) spread? 
 
}  Trade Routes 
}  Wars   

 
}  Governance & Commerce 

 
 

}  Review videos and view Meggs timeline 
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Ancient city of Babylon, “largest city in the world”       Note: there is also the Kingdom of Babylonia 
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}  Phoenicians 

}  Though the Phoenicians had cities, the people 
represented more a confederation of maritime 
traders rather than a defined country. 
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Ancient Egyptian civilization  
lasted from 3000 BCE – 330 BCE 

*approximate location of northern border of Egypt Ivory tablet of King Zet, First Dynasty PICTOgraphic 

Sarcophagus of Aspalta, King of Ethiopia, c. 593-568 BCE The Rosetta Stone, c. 197-196 BCE Taken at The British Museum, 2005  > 3ft 9in height x 2ft 4in wide x 11in deep 



1/19/17	

7	

The Rosetta Stone, c. 197-196 BCE (Egyptian demotic and Greek shown) 
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}  Rosetta Stone translated mostly by  
Jean-Francois Champollion (1790-1832) 

}  What realized about hieroglyphs: 
}  some symbols syllabic 
}  some alphabetic 
}  some determinatives 

}  signs that determine how the preceding glyph 
should be interpreted 
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}  Rosetta Stone translated mostly by  
Jean-Francois Champollion (1790-1832) 

}  What realized about hieroglyphs: 
}  some symbols syllabic 
}  some alphabetic 
}  some determinatives 

}  signs that determine how the preceding glyph 
should be interpreted 
 

}  THEREFORE, hieroglyphs often functioned 
as phonograms - not simply pictographs 
- by the time of the New Kingdom 
}  A phonogram is a grapheme (written character) 

which represents a phoneme (speech sound) or 
combination of phonemes 

(image of materials 
used by a scribe) 
 

1. Hieroglyph 

 

2. Hieratic Script 

 

3. Demotic Script 

c. 1500 BCE 

c. 1300 BCE 

c. 300 BCE 

(image of materials 
used by a scribe) 
 

1. Hieroglyph 

2. Hieratic Script 

3. Demotic Script 

 

CO-EXISTED 

 
supplemented  
rather than supplanted 
hieroglyphs 
 
hieroglyphs still  
used for religious, 
inscriptional purposes 
 

Detail from Papyrus of Hunefar C. 1370 BCE 
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}  Consistent design format evolved 
}  1 or 2 horizontal bands (usu. colored)  

ran across top and bottom 
}  Vertical columns of writing separated  

by ruled lines 
}  Writing direction varied 
}  Images inserted adjacent to the text illustrated 
}  Images often stood on lower horizontal band 
}  Text hanging from top band 
}  Sometimes separated into rectangular zones  

for images and text 
}  Aesthetically pleasing 
}  Hieroglyphs dense and Illustrations light 
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}  Consistent design format evolved 
}  Illustration Style: 

}  Men darker skin 
}  Important persons larger 
}  Frontal body had arms and legs while head 

stayed in profile 
}  Stylized eye – profile and frontal 

 
 
 
 

}  At first, scribe would design and  
leave room for illustrations 

}  Later,  the illustrations  
gained importance, so vice-versa 

Detail from Papyrus of Hunefar C. 1370 BCE 
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Detail of papyrus Papyrus ROLLED Egyptian Cyinder Seal 

Prehistoric 

Mesopotamia 

Egypt 

The Asian Contribution 

Greece 

Rome 

}  Meggs mentions Asia (mostly China)  
not in regards to the writing style,  
but to the history of graphic design  
 

}  China’s major contributions at this time 
were woodblock printing and a substance 
like paper.   
}  But China (and much of Asia) had a cultural 

influence in other ways via the Silk Road and 
connecting trade routes.   

*approximate location of present-day Beijing (top) and Shanghai (bottom)  *approximate extension of the Silk Road and spice routes 

*approximate stretch of the Silk Road Woodblock Printing Bark Cloth  
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Chinese Calligraphy Beautiful calligraphic pictogram evolving to script, though not technically a phonogram 
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}  Remember that this course is 
concentrating on Western lineage and 
direct impact to its graphic design. 
 

}  “Asia” is the largest continent and full of 
MANY diverse cultures and people. 

https://www.ancient.eu/Indus_Valley_Civilization/ 
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}  The Indus River Valley is also worth 
research for its history and development 
of civilization and social order.  

}  “The Indus Valley Civilization was an ancient 
civilization located in what is Pakistan and northwest 
India today, on the fertile flood plain of the Indus 
River and its vicinity. Evidence of religious practices in 
this area date back approximately to 5500 BCE. 
Farming settlements began around 4000 BCE and 
around 3000 BCE there appeared the first signs of 
urbanization. By 2600 BCE, dozens of towns and cities 
had been established, and between 2500 and 2000 
BCE the Indus Valley Civilization was at its peak.” 

https://www.ancient.eu/Indus_Valley_Civilization/ 
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}  ALSO more research into China. 
}  “China is one of the world's oldest civilized nations, 

which dates back to more than 10,000 years.  
The 5,000 years period is commonly used as the date 
when China became unified under a large empire. 
China alternated between periods of political  
unity and disunity at intervals, and was occasionally 
conquered by external groups of people,  
some eventually being assimilated into the  
Chinese population.” 

}  Also study into the development of writing in  
China (and surrounding countries) is worth more 
study, but we will not cover it in this course.  

http://www.cultural-china.com/chinaWH/features/chinaoverview/HistoryofChina.html 
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(Hollywood version) 

Publicity for Rome, on HBO 2005-2007  
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(idealized by artist in 1885 ) 

A day in ancient Rome; being a revision of Lohr's "Aus dem alten Rom", with numerous illustrations, by Edgar S. Shumway (1885)  
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Present-day ruins and explanation of Ancient Rome’s  main social classes 
http://www.urbanghostsmedia.com/2012/12/travel-10-offbeat-things-to-do-in-rome/ and  

*approximate location of Rome, Italy *approximate location of Rome -  Satellite map shows terrain and country borders/names names from 2015. 
 

*Rome -  Satellite map shows terrain and country borders/names names from 2015. 
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