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Working vs. Pre-Press Files 

§  There can be a large or small difference 
between working files and files for press, 
depending on your working style.   

§  But pad your deadlines with time to  
pre-press your files.  There is a difference. 
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Nesting 
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Nesting 
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“Nesting” 

§  (This term can be used to describe multiple things in print and web  
design/coding.) 

§  BUT FOR PRE-PRESS > it is a bad term.   

§  It means that there are links within links,  
which is just asking for problems.  

§ When preparing your final files for press  
AFTER you are done designing,  
be sure InDesign (or other program) only asks for one link 
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§  INDESIGN: never travels alone  

§  PHOTOSHOP: always travels alone 

§  ILLUSTRATOR: does both 

§  To avoid nesting at pre-press, make it travel alone 

Nesting Dolls are J 

http://www.123rf.com/photo_10591495_russian-nesting-doll.html 

Nesting Files is L 
§  Files should NOT link beyond 1 file. 

§  For example, an InDesign file should link only to a file  
from Illustrator.  

§  >> That Illustrator file should have any images INTEGRAL  
     to THAT artwork EMBEDDED into the Illustrator file. 

http://0.tqn.com/w/experts/Adobe-Illustrator-1027/2012/01/embedded-link-icon.png 
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§  Files should NOT link beyond 1 file. 

§  For example, an InDesign file should link only to a file  
from Illustrator.  

§  >> That Illustrator file should have any images INTEGRAL  
     to THAT artwork EMBEDDED into the Illustrator file. 
 

§  In other words…. 
Do not ask InDesign to link to Illustrator and then link to the 
Placed Photoshop file.   

§  Photoshop does not really link to work in the same way as  
Illustrator and InDesign do. 
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§  Do not let nesting happen in any program when sending  
a file to Print Vendor (= Pre-Press)!! 

§  Doing this while creating work is up to you, as Linking is  
important if working on multiple elements at one time 
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§  Files should NOT link beyond 1 file. 

§  For example, an InDesign file should link only to a file  
from Illustrator.  

§  >> That Illustrator file should have any images INTEGRAL  
     to THAT artwork EMBEDDED into the Illustrator file. 
 

§  In other words…. 
Do not ask InDesign to link to Illustrator and then link to the 
Placed Photoshop file.   

§  Photoshop does not really link to work in the same way as  
Illustrator and InDesign do. 

§  Do not let nesting happen in any program when sending  
a file to Print Vendor (= Pre-Press)!! 

§  Doing this while creating work is up to you, as Linking is  
important if working on multiple elements at one time 

§  PDFs (just because it says it embeds doesn’t mean it always will) 

REMEMBER: 

§  INDESIGN: never travels alone  

§  PHOTOSHOP: always travels alone 

§  ILLUSTRATOR: does both 

§  To avoid nesting at pre-press, make it travel alone 

NESTING L EXERCISE 

§ Make a 1-layer image in Photoshop.  
Save as .png. 

§  Place this image in Illustrator.   
Be sure it is linked and not embedded. 
Create art around the Photoshop image.  
Save as .ai. 

§  Open InDesign and Place this image  
into InDesign. 
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§ WHY IS THIS BAD? HOW DO YOU FIX IT? 

NO MORE THAN 1 LINK 

§ Make a 1-layer image in Photoshop.  
Save as .png. 

§  Place this image in Illustrator.   
Be sure it is linked and not embedded.  
EMBED THE IMAGE.   
Create art around the Photoshop image.  
Save as .ai. 

§  Open InDesign and Place this image  
into InDesign. 
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CLEAN FILE BUILD (not Nesting) … 

§  FYI: Photoshop (and Illustrator in some cases) concern: 

§ When preparing files for press, crop them as close as you can 
in the native program first.  Though InDesign crops images, 
the extra digital information is sloppy. 
 
>> larger files and more to go wrong. 

http://help.adobe.com/en_US/indesign/cs/using/images/gh_07.png 

Just because InDesign crops  
the image doesn’t mean it’s right.   
 
Instead, build a clean file 
for pre-press by cropping it in 
the native program  
(Photoshop or Illustrator). 


