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ARTH 3573 
HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN 

7 | introduction to modernism: HISTORY OVERVIEW 

PAY ATTENTION TO DATES  
THROUGHOUT THE LECTURE,  
ESPECIALLY IN RELATION TO WW1 AND 2 

This lecture* will introduce the Bauhaus,  
as the above all led into its formation. 
However, it will be discussed in depth  
after your midterm. 
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Treaty of Versailles 
}  Drafted during the Paris Peace Conference in the spring 

of 1919 
}  New borders* for Germany 
}  “Allies demanded “compensation by Germany for all 

damage done to the civilian population of the Allies and 
their property by the aggression of Germany by land, by 
sea and from the air.” 

}  “The German delegates were presented with a  
fait accompli. 
}  They were shocked at the severity of the terms and protested 

the contradictions between the assurances made when the 
armistice was negotiated and the actual treaty. 

}   Accepting the “war guilt” clause and the reparation terms 
were especially odious to them.” 

Treaty of Versailles 
}  Drafted during the Paris Peace Conference in the spring 

of 1919 
}  New borders* for Germany 
}  “Allies demanded “compensation by Germany for all 

damage done to the civilian population of the Allies and 
their property by the aggression of Germany by land, by 
sea and from the air.” 

}  “The German delegates were presented with a  
fait accompli. 
}  They were shocked at the severity of the terms and protested 

the contradictions between the assurances made when the 
armistice was negotiated and the actual treaty. 

}   Accepting the “war guilt” clause and the reparation terms 
were especially odious to them.” 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Treaty-of-Versailles-1919 

The Great Depression 
}  Began in America, but affected much more.  

The Great Depression 

The Weimar Republic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vO-_HXO7HwY 

The Weimar Republic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vO-_HXO7HwY 
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The Weimar Republic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vO-_HXO7HwY 

The Weimar Republic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vO-_HXO7HwY 

The Weimar Republic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vO-_HXO7HwY 

So why am I telling you all of this? 

} Weimar Republic:  
} Unofficial title of the German state from 

1919-1933. (Weimar, Germany because 
where it began instead of Berlin) 

} Bauhaus (German art school) existed  
between 1919-1933 
} Weimar: 1919-1925 
} Dessau*: 1925-1932 
} Berlin: 1932-1933 
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REVIEW: TIMELINE OVERVIEW 
}  Immediately before WW1, Germany is a federal monarchy. 
}  August 1, 1914: Germany enters WW1 
}  11am, November 11, 1918:  WW1 ends 

Treaty of  Versailles 
}  Democratic:  Weimar Republic (1919-1933: Weimar Era) 
}  The Great Depression (approx. 1929-33*) 
}  November 8-9, 1923: Beer Hall Putsch, Munich 
}  January 30, 1933: Hitler is appointed Chancellor, head of 

coalition government 
}  February 27, 1933: Reichstag catches fire 
}  February 28, 1933: Enabling Act 
}  Soon after, Hitler evokes Article 48 of the Weimar 

Constitution grants the president to assume certain powers 
when faced with a state emergency 

}  (1939: WW2 begins) 

Political “Isms” 
}  Socialism 
}  Communism 
}  Fascism 
}  Capitalism 
}  Nationalism 
}  + more, but these are the main belief systems held by  

   artists/movements discussed in this lecture  
}  https://quizlet.com/2454811/political-isms-flash-cards/ 

 

Political “Isms” 

}   
 
 
 

}  Nazi  
(The National Socialist German Workers' Party) 
}  ≠ Socialism 
}  ≠ Communism 

 

https://www.snopes.com/news/2017/09/05/were-nazis-socialists/ https://www.snopes.com/news/2017/09/05/were-nazis-socialists/ 

}  Adolf Hitler never held a regular job and aside from his 
time in World War I, led a lazy lifestyle, from his brooding 
teenage days in Linz through years spent in idleness and 
poverty in Vienna. But after joining the German 
Workers' Party in 1919 at age thirty, Hitler immediately 
began a frenzied effort to make it succeed. 
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https://www.snopes.com/news/2017/09/05/were-nazis-socialists/ 

}  Hitler’s energy and oratorical skills would enable him to 
take over the party, which was renamed National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party in 1920.  
 

}  That year Hitler also formulated a 25-point program 
that became the permanent basis for the party.  
}  The program called for German abandonment of  

the Treaty of Versailles and for the expansion of  
German territory.  

}  These appeals for national aggrandizement were 
accompanied by a strident anti-Semitic rhetoric.  

https://www.snopes.com/news/2017/09/05/were-nazis-socialists/ 

}  The party’s “socialist” orientation was basically demagogic 
verbiage designed to attract support from the working class. By 
1921 Hitler had ousted the party’s other leaders and taken over. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

}  “The Nazi Party emerged from the German nationalist, racist, and  
populist Freikorps paramilitary culture, which fought against the 
communist uprisings in post-World War I Germany.  
The party was created as a means to draw workers away from 
communism and into nationalism.” 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/nazi 

“Nazi” 
 
}  From German Nazi, a shortening of Nationalsozialist 

(“National Socialist”). 
}  Since in German the nati- in national is approximately 

pronounced Nazi  (vs. Sozi (“socialist”)) 
 

}  A homonymic term Nazi was in use before the rise of the 
NSDAP in Bavaria as a pet name for Ignatz and  
(by extension from that) a derogatory word for a 
backwards peasant, which may have influenced the use of 
that abbreviation by the Nazis' opponents and its 
avoidance by the Nazis themselves. 

https://www.etymonline.com/word/nazi 

“Nazi” 
 
}  Nazis had nothing to do with WW1.  
}  The Treaty of Versailles from WW1 was part of the civil 

unrest that ended up causing the formation of groups 
including the Nazis.  

}  Not all Germans were Nazis.  
Many Germans attempted to flee from the Nazi regime. 

}  Nazis slowly took over the government. Hitler technically 
came to power legally.  

}  Nazis took control of Germany in 1933. 
}  The holocaust DID happen.  

To think otherwise is willfully ignorant. 

6,000,000 Jews 
 
Also targeted: 
•  People with disabilities 
•  Homosexuals 
•  Soviet prisoners of war 
•  Slavic people  

(esp. Poles and Russians) 
•  Roma (Gypsies) 
•  Political opponents, primarily 

Communists, Socialists,  
Social Democrats, and  
trade union leaders 

•  Jehovah's Witnesses 
•  ALL OF THESE INCLUDE 

ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

Modernism 
}  Modern Art Overview and Influence 

 
}  Art Nouveau 
}  Frank Lloyd Wright - America 
}  The Four (The Glasgow School) - Scotland 
}  Vienna Secession - Austria 
}  Werkbund & Peter Behrens - Germany 
}  Pictorial Modernism & Art Deco 
}  Constructivism – Russia, Germany 
}  DeStijl - Netherlands 
}  Bauhaus - Germany 
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1900 borders 1900 borders 

2018 borders 


