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Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

typography: 
SHAPE 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

These letters form 
words in a script.  
This is Latin or Roman 
script of the English 
language.  

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

Ces lettres forment des 
mots dans un script . 
Ceci est le latin ou 
l'alphabet latin de la 
langue anglaise . 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

Korera no moji wa, 
sukuriputo-nai no 
tango o keisei  
shimasu. Kore wa 
ratengo ya eigo no 
rōmansukuriputodesu. 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
utilitarian 

symbol 
 

	
これらの文字は、スクリ
プト内の単語を形成しま
す。これはラテン語や英
語のローマンスクリプト 
です。 

Designers must know how  
to control words on a written 
page with awareness of 
behaviorism and culture. 
BUT FIRST… 

ONE 
letter 

is a  
shape 

 

Typography 

is about  
shape 

and the space 
around, within, 

between. 



9/1/19 

2 

http://www.signkick.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Typography-explained.png 

The Basics 

� Serif 

The Basics 

� Sans Serif 
The Basics 

� Other - 
!"#$%&'()e, Script, 
Hand, Textura.!

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-RwsoMUshE7g/UGl_ 
4XnGK7I/AAAAAAAAAA0/zsNoMgqIzCQ/s1600/diagram.png 
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http://lisagarnerdesign.co.uk/blog/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/ 
Vox-Atypi-Classification-System-Poster-1.png 

https://typelayoutbmcc.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/serif_types_by_martinsilvertant-d67nuuc.jpg 

Typeface vs. Font

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

Typeface vs. Font

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

Typeface vs. Font

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

�  “Regardless, it is still safe (and correct) to think of  
¡ a typeface as a design and 
¡ a font as its digital container.  

 
�  No matter how far you go down the rabbit hole,  

this distinction at least continues to hold true.”  

http://nvision-that.com/design-from-all-angles/font-vs-typeface-whats-the-difference 

Typeface vs. Font Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

LINES and SHAPE 
review 
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A line is simply a point 

set in motion. 

Lines define shape and form 

and shapes define objects. 

Lines convey mood and feeling.  

D Saul Steinberg. Untitled. c. 1959. Ink on paper. Originally published in The New Yorker, March 14, 1959.  The Saul Steinberg Foundation/Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York. Brush and ink on paper, 1’ 7 5/8” x  2ﾕ” 2” (49.7x  66 cm). The Museum of Modern Art, New York (gift of Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Rubel).  

Straight lines  
 
Also called “geometric” lines 
in regards to art. 

•  Horizontal- 
Associated with rest, continuity,  
sameness, placidity 

•  Vertical- 
Associated with strength, masculinity, stability 

•  Diagonal(s)-  
Depending on its direction,  

                Down: effect to mean instability, anger,  
        uneasiness, fragility if going from  

                left to right 
                Up: imply speed, life force, and action. 

Frank Lloyd Wright, Robie House, Chicago, IL Nave in Cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris, France 
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Curvy lines  
 
Also called “organic” lines 
in regards to art. 

Usually more approachable and relate to  
the human figure, comfort, relaxation, safety. 
 

Frank Gehry, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles, CA 

 
 
Actual Line 
 
Implied Line 
 
Psychic Line 

 
 
Actual Line 
 
Implied Line 
 
Psychic Line 

 
 
Actual Line 
 
Implied Line 
 
Psychic Line 

Lines define shape and form 

and shapes define objects. 



9/1/19 

6 

Property/scale of shape 

1 
Large scale can make for a very 

obvious focal point,  
or create visual emphasis. 

2 
Regular placement and geometric 
repeating elements give a feel of 

calm and quiet order. 

3 
Large figures crowded together 

can impart a feeling of 
claustrophobia and chaos.  

Cropping for visual tension. 
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LINE 

friend/enemy  
tense/peaceful 

hard/soft 
true/false 

LINE 

friend/enemy  
tense/peaceful 

hard/soft 
true/false 

LINE 

LINE 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

WORK 
J 
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infest 
harmonize 
encourage 
abandon  

SHAPE 

infest 
harmonize 
encourage 
abandon  

SHAPE 

infest 
harmonize 
encourage 
abandon  

SHAPE 

infest 
harmonize 
encourage 
abandon  

SHAPE 

infest 
harmonize 
encourage 
abandon  

SHAPE SHAPE 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

WORK 
J 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

Font Exploration 

Typography has a “voice”  
and you will begin to understand it. 
 
Some of it is easy to understand 
because the shape of the letters 
is illustrative of the concept.  
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ON LAPTOP: Open dafont.com 1.  Words will be given in class. 
2.  Explore and find fonts that show  
     this concept. 
     Write the word and your first name  
     in the Preview line.  

3.  Find your favorite for each word.  
     Take a screen shot of this with  
     Shift + Command + 4.  
     Using the symbol that shows up on  
     your screen, click and drag. Be sure  
     the name of the typeface is included.  
     The PNG file will be on your desktop. 

ON PHONE:  
Android shown •  Urban 

•  Angry 
 

•  Mean 
•  Smart 
•  Innocent 
•  Guilty 
•  Happy 

ON LAPTOP or PHONE: 
Your photos should all be in one place.  
(Laptop = desktop ; Phone = gallery) 
 
Get into groups and share in person. 
 
Discuss.   
 
For each word, elect your group’s winner. J 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

typography: 
SHAPE & SPACE 
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Next students will explore hand-lettering 
supplied words in a manner that uses 
space and styles (bold, italic, etc.) of these 
classic typefaces to express the idea. 

EASY DIFFICULT 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

WORK 
J 

solid  +  liquid 
scream  +  whisper 
cooperate  +  obstruct 
question  +  answer 
fluster  +  calm 
produce (verb) + subtract 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

typography: 
SPACE 

TERMINOLOGY 
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Structure 

descender line 

�  Font Size:  
The size of type, measured in points between the bottom of the 
descender and the top of the ascender (the vertical point size of a font). 
Sometimes referred to as the Type or Point Size. 

KERNING 

TRACKING (and some KERNING) 

TRACKING LEADING 
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leading 

tracking kerning 

Introduction to Typography 
WORKSHOP 

PROJECT 
2 

Lines: 8 words x 3 = 24 

Circles: 4 words x 4 = 16 

Text: 12 words x 3 = 24 


