
Designer’s full name: Kolomon Moser

Designer’s pseudonym/nickname: “Kolo”

Gender: Male

Year Born: 1868

Country Born: Austria 

Year Died: 1918

Country Died: Austria

Religion | Political Alignment: Information Unavailable

___________ 

How did any of the above affect either his/her life experience or work because it/they provided a 
challenge at the time? 

None of the above qualities of the designer provided a challenge for the time. 

Did this designer do notable work in fields other than what would TODAY be considered  
graphic design? 

Moser’s talents span over multiple fields such as painting, sculpture, printmaking, architecture, jewelry 
design, and fashion. Most notable is his work with the Wiener Werkstätte. This was a firm of designers, 
painters, and architects with the goal of creating modern designs for everyday products, embodying the 
ideology of Gesamtkunstwerk, that transformed the field of interior design. 

Koloman Moser



For what is this designer most noted in relation to design?  EXPLAIN.

In the field of design, Moser is most notable for his innovative use of geometry and simplicity. His works are 
decorated with repeated geometric forms, yet they are arranged in a subtle organic fashion.

Is there anything controversial about this designer? Explain. 

There is nothing notably controversial about this designer.

Explain this designer’s education/training, including academic, apprenticeships,  
and /or mentorships.

Moser studied painting at the Academy of Fine Arts and continued his studies under Franz Matsch at the 
Vienna Kunstgewerbeschule.

Did this designer promote a specific ideology in his/her work? Explain. 

Moser promoted the idea of Gesamtkunstwerk, or total work of art. This ideology is a unification of multiple 
art forms. During Moser’s time at the Wiener Werkstätte firm, he created products combining “fine and 
applied” arts with this ideology in mind.

Why is this designer viewed as iconic in the history of graphic design? 

Moser is regarded as a pioneer of the Vienna Secession. This movement acted as a precursor to Modernism, 
rejecting the highly regarded traditional studies of the period. Moser is responsible for the evolution of 
the Vienna Secession as he began to transform the highly decorative Art Nouveau style into a more refined 
geometric style that was still able to convey ideas and symbols. His innovative design principles inspired 
artists from multiple disciplines.

Is there any other important information to know about this designer?

No.

___________



Student: Annie Shelton
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