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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

Because Morris was Caucasian, he was treated better than people of other ethnicities. As racism and the slave trade was very 

prevalent at this time, Morris was afforded opportunities that a black man would have never received. In early years Morris 

identified as Christian (The Church of England). His devout religion led him to create several religious works of art, but later in life 

he began writing poems that brought to light his departure from religion. Later in his life (1880s) he became active in socialism. He 

believed that socialism was the ideal society and even wrote a novel called News From Nowhere that described his ideal society. 

Morris grew up affluent. He was well off and had many opportunities afforded to him. Because of this, he was able to pursue art as a 

career without worry of money or poverty. This gave him security that many others didn’t have.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

Morris was a prevalent Socialist. He formed the Socialist League in 1885 with a few colleagues. They published an issue of the 

Commonwealth, which was edited by Morris. The league’s manifesto was included in this first issue.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

Morris is well known for his wallpaper designs, particularly the wallpapers he designed for St. James’s Palace and Balmoral Castle. 

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

His wallpapers were famous in the art world as well as aristocratic circles. Many wealthy families would commission

wallpapers from Morris. 

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

Morris believed in handicrafts. He wanted to preserve the art of making things by hand, instead of manufacturing them for cheap. 

I believe that this is a result of his upbringing. Because his family was wealthy, it was never a problem to buy expensive furniture 

or housewares. If he had grown up in a lower class setting, he would have understood the need for cheaper manufacturing.

William Morris

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: William Morris
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GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1834

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: England

YEAR DIED: 1896

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: England



FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

William Morris is most noted for his contribution to the Arts and Crafts Movement that flourished in Europe from 1880 to 1920. 

He pushed for handiwork and pride in one’s work. He wanted to push back against the machine age of the Victorian Era and the 

lifelessness of manufacturing.

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

The one thing that could be considered controversial about Morris would be his socialist ties.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

water, paper, ink, oil paint, wallpaper, woodblock

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Morris went to Exeter College at the University of Oxford. After getting his degree, he joined the office of G.E. Street, an architect.

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

I believe that Morris promoted the Arts and Crafts ideology in his work. He was very involved in this movement and his old school 

designs in his wallpapers and manuscripts show this. 

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Morris is considered the leader of the Arts and Crafts movement. This movement was very important in the industrial revolution of 

the Victorian Era. It was a complete rejection of mechanization and mass production.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

Morris originally planned to join the clergy before he decided to dedicate his life to art. He was part of the Pre-Raphaelites for a 

time, and it had a long lasting impact on his life

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Alexa Herring

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

 William Morris had a profound impact on art during his life and after his death. He was one of the leaders of the Arts 

and Crafts Movement, and because of this, his art has a very precise quality to it. This is one of my favorite things about Morris. 

His attention to detail is outstanding, and it is one of the reasons that his influence has transcended centuries. There is so much to 

learn from Morris. From his illumination in books to his intricate wallpaper designs to his press work, he put so much care into his 

designs. This work ethic has a real impact on me as a designer. Morris was starving for art. He made art because he needed it; he had 



a want to create. I get so bogged down with school and work so at the end of the day I’m doing the minimum I need to do just to get 

through the next day. I aspire to be that hungry for art and creation that I will stop at nothing to satisfy it.

 I also deeply appreciate his amazing attention to detail. He refused to have even the smallest mistake in his work, yet 

he created works with such close detail. Morris challenged himself throughout his career and life to be better and learn more. He 

refused to fail and kept working at his art to hone his skills to be able to create such outstanding works. It’s easy in this time to 

get so distracted and waste hours doing virtually nothing, so having Morris to look up to as an amazing creator and outstanding 

craftsman is an amazing thing. Morris’s wallpaper designs remind me of very intricate embroidery. As a person who lives and 

breathes sewing, I appreciate his works on a separate level. You can tell that he had a fundamental understanding of color, space, and 

how the two relate together. He used color to grab the eye and intricate design to hold the viewer. Some artists were critical of his 

wallpapers, saying that wallpapers should be in the background of a home and not the main focus Morris disagreed and continued to 

create beautifully busy wallpapers. He wasn’t in the wallpaper business to conform, he was in it to create what he wanted to see in 

the world and because of this I think that the graphic design world can learn so much from Morris. While he didn’t use Photoshop 

and Illustrator like we do today, he did have an awareness of design and layout, which is shown in his books that he created on his 

press.

 I appreciate all that he did for the furthering of art in society and for his unwillingness to give up the art of handicrafts in 

wake of the industrial revolution. Without Morris, I believe that a large society of craftsmen and designers would have faded into the 

noise of industrialization and mechanization.
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