
Designer’s full name: His name was Herb Lubalin.

Designer’s pseudonym/nickname: N/A

Gender: His gender was male.

Year Born: He was born in 1918.

Country Born: Herb Lubalin was born in New York City, United States.

Year Died: He died in 1981.

Country Died: Herb Lubalin died in New York City, United States.

Religion | Political Alignment: Lubalin wasjewish and also a progessive liberal.

___________ 

How did any of the above affect either his/her life experience or work because it/they provided a 
challenge at the time? 

Because of the way he was he was bad for business. 

Did this designer do notable work in fields other than what would TODAY be considered  
graphic design? 

Herb Lubalin’s dimension design. A cube with DIM on the left side, ENS on top, and ION on the front. 

Herb Lubalin



For what is this designer most noted in relation to design?  EXPLAIN.

He is noted for using the avant garde typeface, which he helped create,  in most of his famous designs. This 
allowed him to go wavy from the Swiss style that was happening at the time. Also co-founded International 
Typeface Corporation.

Is there anything controversial about this designer? Explain. 

Yes he was criticized for the typefaces methods he used. At the time, the Swiss style was the popular style and 
Lubalin did not design in the style.Because he went against the grain and didn’t design in the common style, 
the design community that was using the style did not like it.

Explain this designer’s education/training, including academic, apprenticeships,  
and /or mentorships.

He studied at Cooper Union in New York City, then became an art director.

Did this designer promote a specific ideology in his/her work? Explain. 

Yes, it wasn’t in his advertisement designs but in his political magazine designs.

Why is this designer viewed as iconic in the history of graphic design? 

Lubalin took on a more expressonist approach to typography, which neglected the standard writing and 
imaging seperatley.  This made his work more conceptual. 

Is there any other important information to know about this designer?

He is colorblind and ambidextrous.
___________

Student: William Neal Coleman
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