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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

 None of the above qualities of the designer provided a challenge for the time.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

The designer did not have any notable works in any other other than graphic design.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

Kidd is a fabulous book jacket designer. His bookjacket “Dry” was one of his first successful book jackets. Kidd discusses how he 

was in an airport looking for something to read. When in the store, he came across the book “Dry” for which he had reated the cover 

for. A lady took one of the books from the shelf to the clerk asking for another one because she believed it had been damaged with 

water. The store clerk proceeded to tell her that all of the books had been ruined with water. At that moment Kidd felt very satisfied 

with his work for the book jacket. His idea behind good design had worked the lady and store guy actually thought the books had 

been wet which is the look Kidd was going for all along.

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

Kidd’s fame is known greatly within the design circle. Many other people may recognize his name from a book they read 

because he most likely did the cover art for it. 

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

      No.

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

Kidd’s cover for “Jurassic Park” by Michael Crichton is one of his most noted works. It is a skeletal silhouette of a Tyrannosaurus 

Rex against a white background. The cover gives a haunting feeling of being in another era. He aims to create works that won’t fade 

over the years. Thiscover most definitley hasn’t faded over the years considering it is now a well known piece that represents the 

“Jurassic Park” movies.

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

Chip Kidd

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: Charles Iacone Kidd

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: Chip

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1964

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: United States of America

YEAR DIED: “---”

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: “---”



Kidd had controversy with the cover credit for Bat-Manga. The book was recognized by all the artist who helped in anyway with 

their names placed on the front cover. However Kidd was called out by many people for not giving credit to Mr. Kuwata for his 

work on the book. 

WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

Kidd started at an early age started by reading comic books. Now when asked to create a cover for a book the first thing he does 

is reads the book he is trying to create a cover for. Then he goes to the sketching process until he has something he likes and then 

moves on to the computer. 

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Kidd attended Pennsylvania State University and graduated with a graphic design degree in 1986.

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

Publishers seemed to e pressured to present a uniform format, limiting diversity and resulting in limited format. Kidd resisted those 

ideals because it had nothing to do with his ideology. He belives that designers should focus on what they are doing and on the 

basics of what they want to create. 

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Kidd is an iconic graphic designer for his outstanding book covers. His designs are unlike many in his

field and that’s what sets him apart from others. He is the most well known name in the world of book jacket design and can create 

75 covers a year.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

Kidd is very unique by his ability to create puzzles for the viewer to solve. He is often giving small clues to the reader about what 

the book is about. Kidd has a lack of interest in new design trends and his inspiration can usually be found from collectibles and 

memorabilia of the past. 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Lydia Belew

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT INFLUENCE, IF ANY, 

THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

I watched a Ted Talk on Chip Kidd a few months ago and I was inspired after it. I thought I could design and do anything I wanted 

to. Of course when I realized he was on my list of people to discuss, I was automatically ecstatic. Kidd is an inspiring designer. 

Researching him has opened my eyes to jobs I never had thought of before such as book cover designing. 



His book cover designs are absolutely amazing. He is an artist that is one hundred percent original with his ideas and that is what 

sets him apart from other designers. What inspires me about Kidd’s work is how much he cares about his design. When creating a 

book cover design, he first reads the book without even talking to the author. If nothing really comes to mind, then he rereads the 

book until he gets his design ideas flowing. Kidd keeps his direct focus on what the author wants because rather than on his own 

design because the book is more imortant than his design. 

Kidd has a humble attitude when it comes to book designs. He made the comment how he has made his career off of authors and 

that he is fortunate to be able to work with so many outstanding  authors. He doesn’t want the attention on his book covers, he wants 

his book covers to draw you in to see the real masterpiece behind that cover. He designs for the author and often downplays his most 

famous works. He believes that the content inside the book has the key success rather than his book cover alone. 

His famous “Jurassic Park” dinosaur silhouette really caught the eye of people. A picture of a Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton in a 

museum caught his attention. He made a photocopy, traced over itm and then began to fill in the outlines. By doing this he ended up 

with a movie icon that has made the history books. The work of Kidd created an entire brand for dinosaurs. MCA Universal called 

his legal department team to see about buying the rights to the image, just incase they decided to use it again. Kidd’s original design 

was used for the final logo created by Sandy Collora. 

Kidd’s designs have been known by many all over and I find it fascinating how he became famous off of creating book covers. 

He was recognized for having an intuitive understanding of narrative and book creating book cover designs that were intriguing. 

His book covers were very clever and ultimately unique. He still continues his designs to this day. His love for comic books is still 

found by his recent work, Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design(2013). His book inspires young designers throughout the process 

of creating his book cover designs. It explores the color, cropping, scale and how the type can be abstract in many ways. Kidd is an 

inspirational designer who has touched many throughout his career. His love for creating a design from ideas that are written is quite 

outstanding. He is rounded in all sorts of careers and that has had a great impact on his design works. 
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