
RACE | ETHNICITY | RELIGION | POLITICAL ALIGNMENT

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

Kandinsky’s ethnicity consisted of  European and Asian localities. The father was born in the east near the Russian-Mongolian border, 

and his father’s ancestors settled there from western Siberia. The Zyrians of  northern Russia and Theosophy influenced Kandinsky’s 

religion. After a few years into his academic career, he spent several weeks of  1889 in Vologda in north Russia where he studied the 

pagan religion. 2 In the theosophy, the designer was drawn to the darker side. The religion included the belief  in a coming apocalypse 

and emphasized rebirth and reincarnation. Kandinsky steered clear of  political alignments because he believed that an artist should not 

engage in the social, political, and moral-economic problems. The designer believed his task demanded complete inundation into the

art world.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD TODAY BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC DESIGN? EXPLAIN.

The designer’s notable work in fields other than what would today be considered graphic design was writing books. In his book 

“retrospect,” he reflects on his childhood, Munich impressions, and thoughtful art reflections.

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

The designer is most noted for purely abstract work because he was the first person to create it.

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

The controversy in Kandinsky’s life was when he participated in controversial and influential art movements, such as the blue rider group 

founded in 1911, which presented German expressionism.

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS, AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

First, he studied law and economics at the University of  Moscow. Later on, he was interested in art and abandoned law and economics to 

study art in Germany. 12 The designer mentored one of  his students, Gabriele Munter, whom he later married.

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

The specific ideology that he promoted was expressive abstraction because he was interested in certain color combination, tone, and line 

that have innate psychological and spiritual effects.

WASSILY KANDINSKY 

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: Wassily Wasssilyevich Kandinsky

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: Wassily Kandinsky

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1866

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Russia

YEAR DIED: 1944

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: France.



WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

The designer was viewed as an icon in the history of  graphic design because he was the father of  purely abstract art.14 The pure abstract 

art influenced New York City abstract expressionist through his paintings that were exhibited there in 1939.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

He was a late bloomer because he started pursuing art seriously at thirty years. The first three “compositions” of  the designer were 

seized and displayed in the “degenerate Art” exhibition in 1937 by the Nazi. The works were later destroyed.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Khansa Alodhaib

STATE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS PERSON AND THE QUALITY/IMPORTANCE OF HIS/HER WORK. EXPLAIN WHAT INFLUENCE – OR LACK OF 

INFLUENCE – THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN.

The world recognizes Wassily Kandinsky as the pioneer of  abstract painting. His works, which date back to the early 20th century, have 

influenced numerous generations of  abstract artists and designers. Modern graphic designers also consider the works of  Kandinsky as 

a critical defining moment in the history of  artistic abstraction. Numerous artists are intrigued by Kandinsky’s paintings, which explains 

why his work is a point of  reference for other similar pieces of  art. Kandinsky is an intellectual and dynamic artist. His works are an 

inspiration to modern artists through research and innovation. Kandinsky’s abstract paintings influence an individual to conduct a 

detailed analysis of  their artistic works in the bid to create unique design. Kandinsky was an intellect. He carefully crafted his creation 

of  art, thus demonstrating creativity and innovation. He developed his works of  art over time. The fact that Kandinsky conducted color 

experiments for over two decades demonstrates his innate desire to understand the overlap between colors and various forms. While 

most artists of  his time created paintings and designs by imitating the world through different viewpoints, Kandinsky was an intellect 

who manipulated natural elements to form a unique creation.1 His spirituality, consciousness, and human perception of  the surrounding 

enabled him to create an original abstraction of  art. Throughout the different stages of  developing abstract art forms, Kandinsky was 

dynamic. He moved from place to place in quest of  finding significance in his immediate environment. His artistic styles underwent 

several stages of  transition due to his firm conviction in conducting multiple experiments.2 At the time of  his career, he moved from 

representational to nonrepresentational abstract painting. Further, he changed his artistic works from non-objective to geometric 

abstraction.3 In the final stage of  abstract painting, Kandinsky developed biomorphic abstraction. The different stages that Kandinsky 

followed in developing abstract art resulted from his inner motivation to move away from the standard thought of  the time regarding art 

forms.

Kandinsky’s ability to model and develop abstract art in individualized but recognizable styles has profound significance. As a founder of  

abstract painting, Kandinsky inspired more studies and insightful understanding of  the styles used in abstract painting.4 Many scholars 

in the field of  graphic design have applied the works of  Kandinsky to conduct experiments on various styles of  design. Moreover, 

the artistic paintings of  Kandinsky guide other artists into developing designs that go beyond traditional assumptions. Designers can 

generate program generated images that conform to the foundational principles outlined in Kandinsky artistic style.

Secondly, Kandinsky’s abstract artistic style has enabled the modern commercialization of  abstract art. Nowadays, company logos, visual 

advertisements, decorations, and product packaging designs are borrowed from the unique paintings of  Kandinsky.5 For instance, in

creating company logos and advertisements, designers can intertwine the diverse elements of  an organization and its people to form 

a holistic art that still allows diversity and individual differences to be sustained. Thus, Kandinsky, as one of  the artists who tried to 



understand and explain the technology of  creating images, contributed greatly to modern design and art.

Kandinsky’s work of  art is unique and is an inspiration for creating other paintings and designs. The abstract paintings of  Kandinsky 

motivate one into conducting a more detailed analysis of  the strategic use of  colors to develop a coherent and simplistic piece of  art that

appeals to human perception and sensation.6 Kandinsky’s abstract paintings also influence an individual’s understanding of  various 

colors carefully to determine how they should be combined to create new and unique patterns. Kandinsky argued that artists could only 

make an appropriately crafted painting if  they adhere to the elements of  shape, line, and form.7 His ideas can positively impact one’s 

paintings, since the use of  the three elements creates rhythm and harmony in a design.

The abstract paintings of  Kandinsky are relevant in the field of  graphic design. His works have created a path that other artists can use 

to create unique and appealing pieces of  art. Kandinsky’s efforts towards improving his abstract paintings over time create an educated

opinion of  an intellect. He also demonstrated dynamic thinking by conducting multiple color experiments. Apart from motivating 

other artists, Kandinsky’s abstract paintings can be applied to perform comprehensive studies in designs and use of  color. Present 

commercialization of  art depends on the elements of  shape, line, and form, as outlined by Kandinsky. Kandinsky’s paintings motivate 

one into the relentless improvement of  designs, thus giving the impression that design can achieve harmony, rhythm, and uniqueness.
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