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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

Religion: Johannes Gutenberg invented a mechanical metal movable-type printing. Since he was a Christian, his first major book 

printed is the Bible. That is why the Gutenberg Bible is the first substantial book printed in the West with moveable metal type.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

Johannes Gutenberg was a blacksmith, goldsmith, printer, and publisher. He introduced printing to Europe with the printing press 

and invented the mechanical movable type printing.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

Johannes Gutenberg’s invention of the mechanical metal movable-type printing laid the foundation for commercial mass production 

of books.

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

This work provided his fame in any other subset of the population. Books started to become much more published and cheaper 

with wider sections of society able to afford them.

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

He used the mechanical metal movable-type printing to print his first book which was the Bible.

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

The invention of the mechanical metal moveable type printing is Johannes Gutenberg most noted. Since the books began to occupy 

the wider sections of society, more people could participate in political, cultural, and theological debates. It led to dramatic changes 

in society. For example, the Reformation began.  

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

Johannes Gutenberg printed his first book, A Bible, through his invention of the printing press with moveable type. However, before 

the book was actually sold, Johann Fust sued Gutenberg for unpaid loans plus interest. Gutenberg lost the laws it, then became 
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bankrupt and had to turn over some of his printing equipment to Fust. Although Gutenberg had invented the moveable type, he did 

not have ownership of it.

WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

Johannes Gutenberg’s printing press method for making type is considered to have a type metal alloy and a hand mould for casting 

type.

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

There is little information of education exists about Johannes Gutenberg. Johannes Gutenberg’s father worked with the ecclesiastic 

mint, so Gutenberg grew up knowing the trade of goldsmithing. This apprenticeship helped him when he invented the metal alloy 

for his moveable reusable type.

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

This designer did not promote a specific ideology in work.

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Johannes Gutenberg’s invention is a mechanical metal movable-type printing press along with innovations in casting the type based 

on a matrix and hand mold. This laid the foundation for commercial mass production of books. The printing press improved the 

economical and multiple production of alphabetic communication. It is one of most important advances in civilization.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

Johannes Gutenberg’s printing experiments started in Strassburg. At that time, he was already familiar with the techniques of 

xylography, the process of making books and other printed matters in Europe. Gutenberg began to make the transition from 

xylography to typography

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Muge Li

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

Johannes Gutenberg was a blacksmith, goldsmith, printer, and publisher. He was known because of his invention of a mechanical 

metal movable-type printing. He introduced this printing press into Europe and therefore a printing revolution was beginning in 

Europe. His work had a major impact on communication and learning worldwide.

He developed this printing press in Strasbourg, which was a suitable for printing.

Gutenberg was a German who was born in 1359. There is not too many records history of his early life. The records indicated that 

his father worked with the ecclesiastic mint so Gutenberg grew up knowing the trade of goldsmithing. He was also a goldsmith as 



his father while he was living in Mainz. That is how Gutenberg created his alloy of lead, tin, and other metals that would melt at low 

temperature, cast well, and stay durable for the printing.

In 1428, Gutenberg’s family was exiled and settled in Strasbourg, France, since a craftsman revolt in Mainz. He began to have 

experiments with the printing press and developed it finally. In 1448, Gutenberg moved back to Mainz and started to operate a print 

shop. He borrowed money from local financier Johann Fust to purchase printing tools and equipment for his unique printing method. 

However, Gutenberg was in debt and unable to pay Fust’s loan. and Fust sued him. Finally, Fust won the suit and took over most of 

Gutenberg’s printing business. Gutenberg became bankrupt which caused him to turn over some of his printing equipment to Fust.

Gutenberg’s first major book printed is the Gutenberg Bible, which is the first substantial book printed in the West with moveable 

metal type. Gutenberg’s invention laid the foundation for the commercial mass production of books. Books started to become much 

more published and cheaper with wider sections of society able to afford them. More people could participate in political, cultural, 

and theological debates. It led to dramatic changes in society and was influential in the development of the Renaissance, The 

Reformation and The Age of Scientific Enlightenment. 

I think that Gutenberg’s invention is indispensable in human history. It helped provide an economical way to share books and 

literature in an affordable way for most people. More people could gain knowledgeable for life. I learned that it is important for 

Gutenberg to use what he learned when he was a child and keep on researching until his invention. It was also inspiring to me 

that designing equipment could help the process of human culture. I am also very impressed by Gutenberg. Although the impact 

of Gutenberg’s invention was considered as instrumental in laying the foundation of a modern knowledge-based economy and 

participation by the masses, Gutenberg himself did not get to see many benefits. Before the Bible was actually sold, Gutenberg was 

unable to pay the debt from Fust and Fust sued him. Gutenberg lost the lawsuit and became bankrupt, so actually, he did not make 

money from the printing books. Later in his life, the Archbishop of Mainz provided a salary and privileges for services rendered. 

Gutenberg still did his printing activities for several more years, but he just got a little evidence exists of what he actually published. 

The reason was that he didn’t put his name on any of his printing works. He lived in his hometown until his death in 1468.
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