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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

As a women, it was generally harder to be successful in a male-dominated work environment. 

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

It is to my understanding that she has always studied things related to design without any real interest in any other fields. Today, 

design is related to broader number of subjects, such as painting and architecture. She refers to herself as a “trans-media artist” 

because she feels that graphic designer is too general.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

She created SCI-Arc From the Center in 1998. 

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

It is probably famous within SCI-Arc and to designers everywhere.

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

The work has a digital quality to it, relating to her claim as a “trans-media artist.”

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

She is known for using New Wave typography and controversial mixed-media design that combined art and technology.

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

Greiman’s New Wave typography and mixed media designs did not conform to Modernist ideals. One example is the roughly life-

sized fold out poster that incorporates a nude portrait of herself. This was praised by some but thought pornographic to others. Also, 

she wanted to create a hybrid design that incorporated technology. Many feared that incorporating technology would remove the 

tactile hand of the artist, but Greiman knew early on that technology would be incorporated in everyday life one day.

April Greiman
DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: April Greiman

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: None

GENDER: Female

YEAR BORN: 1948

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: United States

YEAR DIED: ---

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: ---



WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

She used computers, software, ink, paper, and photography in her work.

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Greiman attended Kansas City Art Institute. There, she learned under alumni from the Basel School of Design in Switzerland. Inge 

Druckery, Hans Allemann, and Chris Zelinsky, taught her Modernism and inspired her to follow in their footsteps as a graduate 

student at Basel. She studied Intermational Style under professors Armin Hoffman and Wolfgang Weingart. The latter taught New 

Wave, a style that represented post-industrial society. 

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

Gremein is a contemporary designer with the traditional training of Modernism and a New Wave style of typography. She believes 

that visual communication is not just limited to ‘graphic design’ and that we have so many more possibilities available to us now 

that a new term may be in order to encompass it.

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Greiman and Jayme Odgers pioneered the New Wave design style. Greiman also successfully integrated technology and art in an 

aesthetically pleasing way.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

She left New York, a comfortable place for designers since there was a community of them there and moved to Los Angeles at one 

point to find a new muse of sorts. LA had very little to offer in the design sense at the time, so it was a courageous endeavor.  

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Jodie Kelso

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

April Greiman is inspiring. She thinks outside of the box and keeps an open mind when confronted with the non-traditional. Her 

work tries to push boundaries by adding various dimensions. She was able to combine art and technology, forming a new style that 

is not limited to traditional methods and I think she affects how I approach design. I love trying to combine the handmade with print. 

Layers and textures are my go-to when designing because I like depth in my work. 

She is a successful woman in her field, which in of itself is not an easy feat. She listens but does not let others tell her what is right 

and wrong in terms of design. As I mentioned before, she studied Modernism and knows the rules. She did not agree with them 

and decided to pave her own way in the design world. That is an ability few people have nowadays. It seems our whole lives are 

orchestrated to the point where we lack any drive to change our circumstances and take risks. This is the biggest reason I admire her. 

I can see she is a great thinker and go-getter despite early criticism.



Her belief that technology should be embraced rather than shunned as competition is similar to my own. I have heard it before that 

all graphic designers do is sit behind a computer and make things pretty. It goes far beyond that. Computers are merely tools we use 

to create work that communicates something effectively. Design is everywhere and it is all thanks to designers that advertisments 

interesting. 

The fact she went to college and learned a style she did not agree with but still utilized it is inspiring. College is not for everyone, 

but no one should quit just because it is hard or not teaching what you think are the “right” things. Experiences are what drive our 

ideas. The more knowledge you have, the more data you have to work with. The act of going to college in of itself is useful because 

it exposes you to so many world views and cultures. You may find out that everything you believed does not make as much sense as 

you originally thought when you come across someone with a different background.
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