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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

As a liberal democrat, Fairey’s political alignment affected several of his works. Some of his works such as his “We the People” 

collection is a series of works that is aimed to essentially speak to people that are politically left aligned.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

Fairey is a fashion designer with his own clothing line called OBEY. He is also a contemporary street artist that creates incredible 

murals with an anti-war theme.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

Fairey is known for his collection of works known as “We The People” which depicts three women of different minorities. The 

works became famous as symbols of protest in 2016.

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

Fairey did not gain much recognition until he created the HOPE poster and several years later, the “We the People” posters. It 

wasn’t until then that he gained national attention and fame from people that had the same views as him.

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

Fairey’s political alignment does affect some of his works but it also earned him national recognition.

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

Political posters. Some of his posters are mostly used by people with left-aligned ideals.

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

There have been several allegations against Fairey for allegedly using artworks without permission.

He has also been accused of “selling out” to produce his OBEY clothing line

He has been accused of manipulating politically charged imagery.

Accused of hastening the exploitation of street culture.

Shepard Fairey

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: Frank Shepard Fairey

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: Shepard Fairey

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1970

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: United States

YEAR DIED: ---

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: ---



WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

Paint

Ink

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Graduate from Idyllwild Arts Academy in Palm Springs, California in 1988

Earned Bachelor of Fine Arts from Rhode Island School of Design and Providence, Rhode Island in 1992

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

Fairey has a Marxist ideology in some of his works.

“Here he also begins to reveal the evolution of his career as an artist who rejects and questions the intent of advertising, to one who 

himself begins to take part in advertising. It is this evolution that brings into play the Marxist philosophies of the codependence of 

economic production and relations, to cultural phenomena. Initially a young man defiant of popular culture and ideologies, Fairey 

picked up art as a way to combat the status quo. His art somewhere along the way became notorious for countering the ever-

presence of capitalism. His notoriety turned into popularity and such popularity garnished success until he himself was by and by 

a part of capitalism. Though, as he says in the video, he tries to do so with morals as to what he will represent with his artwork, his 

company OBEY is now a widely known brand that brings in a large revenue.” (eyepoppingculture)

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

“Shepard Fairey is one of the most influential street artists of our time. Shepard Fairey’s work has been used in screen-prints, 

stencils, stickers, masking film illustrations, wheat paste, collages, sculptures, posters, paintings, and murals. Shepard Fairey enjoys 

working with the colors black, white, and red. Fairey has constantly shifted between the realms of fine art, commercial art, street 

art, and even political art. His most famous art includes images of Andre the Giant, the Obey trademark, the propaganda poster of 

Barack Obama, and many more.” (streetartbio)

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

Fairey’s HOPE posters actually had no affiliations with the Obama campaign and he distributed the posters “independently and 

illegally” (Emily Brown). However, despite no affiliations to the Obama campaign, Fairey did say he was in communication with 

campaign officials during the time the posters were released. After Obama won the presidency, the poster was obtained by the U.S 

National Portrait Gallery and became a part of the gallery’s permanent collection in 2009.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Lourdes Hernandez

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.



Shepard Fairey has a unique style when it comes to his works. It has a very distinct use of color and shading. Fairey uses bright 

colors in his OBEY line and colors representing the U.S national colors of red, white, and blue in his political posters. He uses cel 

shading in his works which bring out a somewhat pop art vibe to his works. He uses limited colors but he uses this to his advantage 

to bring focus to the subject rather than the details. He also uses typography to make a statement using bold fonts in his political 

posters such as his HOPE posters and Honest Gil Fulbright. He uses a combination of a serif and sans serif typeface in his “We The 

People” collection. 

Fairey is also influential when it comes to the world of graphic design. He started as a street artist and he still uses his roots in 

his works with the style of art he does. He combines styles such as graffiti and pop art into his works. His works have become 

recognized by various museums and galleries around the world. His works have been exhibited in Los Angeles, Seattle, Sydney, 

Hong Kong, Paris, New York City, Málaga, Detroit, Charleston, London, Dallas, Copenhagen, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Boston, and 

San Francisco. He is recognized across the country and around the world. It is also something to note that Fairey was recognized 

by the former president Barack Obama for the political posters he made for his campaign. He was also recognized by the National 

Portait Gallery, specifically for the HOPE poster he had created. It is also worth noting that Fairey has started his own brand known 

as OBEY before he made his famous political posters. He has also published his own book, OBEY: Supply and Demand. It Fairey’s 

first comprehensive monograph. 

I knew of the political posters Fairey had made, but I didn’t know who he was. Looking at his works, Fairey has definitely 

influenced some of my own that involve a more pop art look. In some personal works in the past, I used bright colors and use a 

limited palette. Sometimes I challenged myself to use only 4-5 colors in one piece and using bright colors as shadows. In a way, 

Fairey had influenced my work because when I saw it for the first time, his use of colors had really interested me. He didn’t use any 

dark colors to shade used simple colors to bring attention solely to the subject in the piece becaue of screenprinting.
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