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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

A white man already comes with several privileges. That probably helped him get jobs and recognition more easily, but nothing too 

drastic came as a factor of any of the above elements.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

Carson had a degree in sociology and taught it before pursuing graphic design.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

The Book of Probes is illustrated by Carson, but is written by Marshall McLuhan and edited by his son, Eric McLuhan, and 

William Kuhns. 

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

The book’s author, Marshall McLuhan, is often considered to be the father of communications and media studies. This is 

probably the factor that made this book famous beyond design circles which the book would garner attention in anyway due to 

Carson’s involvement.

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

Carson’s work here exemplifies everything for which he is famous. He played with the typography in bold and unconventional 

ways and incorporated it into the imagery to make each page a work of art. 

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

Carson is most famous for kick-starting the grunge style and reinventing how typography can be used.  

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

Carson did not set out to be controversial. However, people tend to think of Carson when post-modernism comes up which is a 

controversial topic in and of itself. Carsons experimentation with typography received heavy criticism from many people. His 

inexperience in graphic design, at the start of his career, led many to think of Carson as a charleton.

David Carson

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: David Carson

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: None

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1955

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: United States of America 

YEAR DIED: ---

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: ---



WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

Carson used collage techniques, photography, and computer software to create his works. 

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Carson attended a summer workshop class at the University of Arizona that sparked his love for graphic design.

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

It is my educated guess that Carson wanted to show that graphic design does not have to be done in a certain way and does not have 

to communicate a certain message. 

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

David Carson is iconic for doing things with typography that made text as artistic as the imagery that accompanied it. His 

experimentation and creativity defined a whole decade of design.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

Carson grew up in California and he was a surfer boy. He grew up in the beach culture and it was not until age 26 where he was 

introduced to graphic design.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Ryan Raines

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

David Carson is an extremely talented and innovative graphic designer. He was always thinking of new ways to change how design 

can be executed. Carson is considered “The Father of Grunge” and he continuously broke ground in how a page is designed and laid 

out. Carson has inspired me in many different ways  in terms of his work and his journey as a graphic designer. He made me realize 

how experimentation is a great and rewarding process no matter what kind of art you are doing. If something does not work out, 

then that is okay. Carson showed me how experimentation leads to huge breakthroughs in the way designers can design.

I was also inspired how Carson just completely changed the rules about what was possible with treating and working with 

typography. Typography can should be as much of a part of the art of a piece as the imagery. Carson’s creativity made me realize I 

need to constantly be questioning my choices as a designer to see if I am solving something in the most creative way possible. 

Carson’s journey as a graphic designer is also  inspiring. Carson started off in a different place in life. He graduated with a degree 

in sociology and taught it for a few years. He actually did not find himself in the field of graphic design until later on. He was 26 

when he took a summer workshop class at the University of Arizona and discovered his love for graphic design. This inspired me as 

a designer and as a person in general because his story on how he found graphic design shows it is never too late to get in a second 

career for something you love. Carson also showed me how your passion can feed into your work ethic and develop/refine your 

skills as a designer. It was encouraging to see how his love for the field was evident in all of his work, which is something that I try 



to achieve with every piece I produce. His passion also drove him to move up in job status in the graphic design world which, in 

turn, allowed him to create the works he is so famous and revered for to this day. That hunger and creativity that he put into his jobs 

as designer and art director is inspiring in and of itself.  

Carson is an influential designer to say the least. He is said to be the father of a brand new style and his works not only change how 

graphic design was produced and received, but it defined a decade. That type of power, recognition, and talent is something every 

designer (including myself, of course) should strive for on a daily basis with every piece of design work that is created. If David 

Carson’s story and his work have displayed anything, it is that unbridled passion and creativity can open up an ever expanding realm 

of possibilities for art and careers.  
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