
RACE | ETHNICITY | RELIGION | POLITICAL ALIGNMENT

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

None of the above qualities of the designer provided a challenge for the time.

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN.

Painting, bookbinding, and package design.  When He was a director of the arts and craft school in Düsseldorf in 1903, his main 

work was teaching and management (The Editors). As the artistic adviser of AEG company, He designed the entire corporate 

identity and for that he is considered the first industrial designer in history.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

Octagonal electric teakettle of hammered silver, with cane-wicker handle.

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

This fame is not only within design circles but also within industrial circles. 

DOES THIS WORK EXEMPLIFY ASPECTS EXPLAINED IN PREVIOUS QUESTIONS? 

This work exemplifies aspects explained in the previous questions because Peter Behrens created this work when he worked as 

Artistic adviser of AEG company and during the time he worked in AEG, he had made a great contribution to industrial design.

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

Peter Behrens noted for his important role in the development of modern architecture in Germany. He was also a pioneer in the 

industrial design field. He had contributions like AEG’s hexagonal trademark, catalogs, and office stationery. (The Editors) 

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

There is nothing notably controversial about this designer.

Peter Behrens

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME: Peter Behrens

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: None

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN: 1868

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Germany

YEAR DIED: 1940

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: Germany



WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

OF WORK?

Oil, water, paper, paint, wood, fabrics, and plaster.

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS.

Peter Behrens started painting from years 1886 to 1991 at the Hamburg Kunstgewerbeschule, the Kunstschule in Karlsruhe and the 

Düsseldorf Art Academy. (The Editors of Pamono)

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

Behrens promotes when doing design, we should be brave to innovate and use new technologies, and the design should conform to 

the characteristics of the objects. Therefore, although the existing AEG lamps can be improved in function, Behrens has successfully 

improved them. He simplified the joints of the lights as much as possible, simplified their shapes and Outlines, and adjusted their 

overall sculptural properties and proportions according to artistic principles (M. Merrill).

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Peter Behrens is one of the most influential German designers of the 20th century. He made outstanding achievements in graphic 

design, painting, architecture, and industrial design, which played important role in these areas. He was regarded as the founder 

of modern industrial design and industrial architecture (The Editors of Art Director). For example, he created the teakettle called 

Octagonal electric teakettle of hammered silver, with cane-wicker handle. This teakettle represents the focus of the group on mass 

production, especially the introduction of factory-like aesthetics into the domestic environments.

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

In 1907, Behrens helped create the German Werkbund with 10 other artists/designers and 12 companies. This organization aimed to 

compete with the English arts and crafts movement and improve German design and industry status (Rory Stott).

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: Xusheng Wang

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

A person that influenced the development of modern architecture and established industrial design in Germany was an architect 

Peter Behrens. His name is usually associated with AEG products, as he was appointed to be an artistic adviser for this large 

manufacturing concern (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica). He started his career path as a painter, then became a graphic 

designer, and finally began to create industrial buildings as an architect. AEG was the first company that found it important to invest 

in artistic component of their products. Besides, it implemented its recognizable label to distribute the products and distinguish 

them from the ones competitors offered. In this respect, European industrial revolution had indirect influence on Peter Behrens, as 

his knowledge and skills were in demand to create competitive advantage. His aim was to create an aesthetic product that would be 



easily and comfortably used, and this was considered to be the main function of industrial design.

Mr. Behrens was living and working during the renaissance of the arts and crafts movement in Europe. This fact gave additional 

inspiration for a young artist to implement new solutions to the city buildings. He was interested not only in architecture, but also 

dedicated his work to the beauty of living in general. He painted, created woodcuts, ceramic, different kinds of carpets and fabrics 

for houses. He is known to build and furnish his house by himself. Also, he did creative work within the industrial sphere. Peter 

Behrens was a designer for products such as street lamps, electric fans and other equipment; he built a factory complex for the 

company. Moreover, he was involved in creating the city landscape by providing the so-called curtain wall made from metal and 

glass, which was used for tall buildings and skyscrapers.

The fact that the majority of Peter Behrens’ works were created for industrial sector demonstrates his belief that this kind of 

buildings have to be heavy and massive, as they serve for manufacturing needs (Dr. Elizabeth M. Merrill). The artist began from 

the small electronic equipment to end up with the huge buildings for German factories. He wanted to create a city landscape where 

factories complement the general picture. Moreover, it was important for the artist to create not only an aesthetically good building, 

but also the one that would accord with its functions and general character. The forms of the factories he built were massive, which 

showed the huge power of new technologies. 

Working as an artistic designer for AEG, Mr. Behrens cared not only about their appearance, but also about the functions of the 

products. All those products affect me on my life forever. The direct influence is that his products changed the standards and norms 

of the field of industrial design and brought some creativity ideas on industrial design. All those make me have good and convenient 

products to use. The indirect influence is that those products deliveries me a message that as a design, what we design is for the 

people and when we design something, the first thing is thinking of the people. All in all, Behrens’ works have big influence on my 

study, work, and life.
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