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IF ANY OF THE ABOVE AFFECTED EITHER THE ARTIST’S LIFE EXPERIENCE OR WORK BECAUSE IT/THEY  

PROVIDED A CHALLENGE AT THE TIME, PLEASE EXPLAIN. 

 It appears that Bass’s designs laced with leftist and later liberal views. I’m sure that being raised during the Depression made him 

work harder and more determined to to be his own person. He developed a style of his own instead of copying others. He also was 

determined to create his own designs, whether other people liked them or not

DID THIS DESIGNER DO NOTABLE WORK IN FIELDS OTHER THAN WHAT WOULD BE CONSIDERED GRAPHIC 

DESIGN TODAY? EXPLAIN. In California he worked for an advertising agency designing posters. He then designed title credits. 

He thought the credits were dull and boring so he designed them to be more interactive with the movie. His letters moved across the 

screen, jumped, flipped, etc. Then he added images along with the letters.

LIST AT LEAST ONE OTHER WORK THAT IS NOT NAMED IN THIS TIMELINE FOR WHICH THIS DESIGNER IS 

WELL KNOWN. IF WORK CO-CREATED, LIST THE OTHERS INVOLVED.

He designed the logo for Kleenex.

EXPLAIN IF THIS FAME IS ONLY WITHIN DESIGN CIRCLES OR ANY OTHER SUBSET OF THE POPULATION.

Everyone has seen his work, but I’m not sure they would know that he designed them. 

FOR WHAT IS THIS DESIGNER MOST NOTED?  EXPLAIN.

 He is one of the noted icons of graphic design and its use in filmmaking, specifically the title sequences and posters which give 

appearances of movement while promoting the film. He is also famous for designing the corporate logos for AT&T and United 

Airlines.

IS THERE ANYTHING CONTROVERSIAL ABOUT THIS DESIGNER? EXPLAIN. 

There is controversy about who directed the shower scene in the movie Psycho. In 1973 a London newspaper implied that Bass had 

said in a conversation that he had done the storyboards and the direction of the scene. That was disputed by Janet Leigh, one of the 

stars in the movie, who said she was not, at any time, directed by Bass. Some people today still believe he directed the scene. 

WHAT MATERIALS WERE MOST OFTEN USED BY THIS DESIGNER IN THE CREATION AND PRODUCTION  

Saul Bass

DESIGNER’S FULL NAME:  Saul Bass

DESIGNER’S PSEUDONYM/NICKNAME: I didnt find one for Saul Bass.

GENDER: Male

YEAR BORN:  May 8, 1920

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER BORN: Bronx, New York USA

YEAR DIED:  April 25, 1996

COUNTRY IN WHICH DESIGNER DIED: Los Angeles, California USA



OF WORK?  Saul Bass worked from the Swiss Style of graphic design. He used shapes and their symbols to project powerful 

messages to the audience. His designs are still used and recognized today. Much of his work was hand drawn and packed with a 

message. He used basic shapes and made them impressive. It involved a grid base design of lines

EXPLAIN THIS DESIGNER’S EDUCATION/TRAINING, INCLUDING ACADEMIC, APPRENTICESHIPS,  

AND /OR MENTORSHIPS. He received a fellowship to the Art Students League in Manhattan. He also studied at Brooklyn 

College and freelanced for several advertising companies including the Warner Brothers. 

DID THIS DESIGNER PROMOTE A SPECIFIC IDEOLOGY IN HIS/HER WORK? EXPLAIN. 

The sophistication of his movie posters was revolutioary. He used a distictive minimal style and completley changed the 

responsibility of film title credits. Before his revision of movie credits, they were considered unimportant. Saul Bass was determined 

to create life into it by adding movment into his graphics, making them part of the movie experience.

WHY IS THIS DESIGNER VIEWED AS ICONIC IN THE HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN? 

Saul Bass drastically redesigned the way the title to a movie was introduced. He changed to graphics to be interactive and exciting 

to the audience. They would enjoy the introduction as much as the movie itself as they were “led” into the movie with sight and 

sound rather than a long scrolling list of names

IS THERE ANY OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO KNOW ABOUT THIS DESIGNER?

No

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

YOUR NAME: McKenna Baldwin

GIVE YOUR EDUCATED OPINION OF THIS DESIGNER AND HIS/HER WORK. ALSO  EXPLAIN WHAT 

INFLUENCE, IF ANY, THIS WORK HAS HAD ON YOUR OWN. A LACK OF INFLUENCE MUST BE EXPLAINED.

I’m sure being raised during the Great Depression greatly affected the work ethic of Saul Bass. At a time when money was short 

and many around him were unemployed he began to fill his time with drawings. He started at an early age to notice the designs and 

styles of those around him and those in various artistic fields. Although he noticed the work of others, he evidently decided to create 

his own style. He chose not to copy their work but the pictures that popped in his head. He didn’t care what others said about his 

work, but wanted a style that reflected his personal ideas. Not caring about the ideas of others showed that he wanted his work to 

stand out and to be unique, a reflection of himself, not copied. 

It sounds as if he was willing to work in any area of artistry that would allow him to use the skills he had honed in early life. He  

must have noticed the windows of stores that promoted and advertised their goods and realized that his artistic ability would draw 

more of a crowd than the pictures already in the windows.  He freelanced as a window painter for a time before being hired by 

Warner Brothers to design their promotional posters. Not caring about other’s opinions would also tend to make his designs more 

appealing and “from the heart”. The paintings would also be different from other window designs and make more of a personal and 

profound statement to those in the graphic field. He may have known that this would draw attention from other companies and that 

it would bring him closer to a job he really desired.



Having moved to California, he was in the center of the movie industry that utilized the arts in so many fields.  That would be a 

plus for him. I’m sure it opened the doors for him to pursue not only poster designing for store windows, but advertising used in the 

movie industry as well. 

To know that one could be a part of the movie design process would be very exciting. You would have the privilege of working 

in a field of open-minded people that would welcome your ideas and help you become even better. Meeting movie stars would be 

another plus because you could incorporate their character into your artwork and better understand what the actor, and director, is 

wanting. The excitement would involve developing your ideas into reality and possibly making a statement into a production piece 

that would make a lasting impression upon society. 

Knowing he was using his skills during the introduction period of graphic design, and that he could possibly have such an influence 

on it, I’m sure, gave him greater freedom to incorporate his thoughts and ideas into his work. Due to the expression of his ideas 

in his work, he is known today as an icon of logos, such as AT&T and United Airlines. He will always be remembered for his 

revolutionary designs and one who was dramatically successful in his field. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Meggs, Phillip B. and Alston W. Purvis. Meggs’ History of Graphic Design, 5th Edition. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, 2012.

Miller, Eric. “Saul Bass: Graphic Designer Profile.” Lifewire. Accessed April 04, 2018.

 https://www.lifewire.com/profile-of-graphic-designer-saul-bass-1697483.

“Saul Bass.” Art of the Title. Accessed April 04, 2018. http://www.artofthetitle.com/designer/saul-bass/.

French, Philip. “Saul Bass: A Life in Film & Design by Jennifer Bass and Pat Kirkham – Review.” The Observer. October 29, 2011. 

Accessed April 04, 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2011/oct/30/saul-bass-life-film-review.

Kirkham, Pat and Bass, Jennifer. ”Saul Bass Most Iconic Film Posters, Chosen by Pat Kirkham and Jennifer Bass.” Its Nice That. 

August 30, 2016. Accessed April 04, 2018. https://www.itsnicethat.com/news/saul-bass-20-iconic-posters-book-ex

tract-300816.Budrick, 

Callie. ”Swiss Style: The Principles, the Typefaces & the Designers.” Print Magazine. February 14, 2017. Accessed April 04, 2018. 

http://www.printmag.com/typography/swiss-style-principles-typefaces-designers/.

Bigman, Alex. “Saul Bass: The Man Who Changed Graphic Design.” Saul Bass: The Man Who Changed Graphic Design. 2012. 

Accessed April 4, 2018. https://99designs.com/blog/famous-design/saul-bass-graphic-designer-of-a-century/.

Harris, Aisha. “Did Saul Bass Direct the Shower Scene In Psycho?” Slate Magazine. February 20, 2014. Accessed April 04, 2018. 

http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2014/02/20/psycho_shower_scene_directed_by_saul_bass_watch_storyboards_side_by_side.

html.

Kirkham, Pat. “Reassessing the Saul Bass and Alfred Hitchcock Collaboration– W86th.” W86th. Accessed April 04, 2018. http://

www.west86th.bgc.bard.edu/articles/reassessing-the-saul-bass-and-alfred-hitchcock-collaboration/.

“Saul Bass | Biography, Designs and Facts.” Famous Graphic Designers. Accessed

 April 04, 2018. http://www.famousgraphicdesigners.org/saul-bass.


