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ARTH 4573 
HISTORY OF GRAPHIC DESIGN 

Section 8 – american modernism, international typographic style,  
new york school and paul rand’s legacy 

} American Modernism 
}  1913 
}  1930s 

}  European Modernism 
 

}  Developed early 1900s 
 

}  Often theoretical  
and highly structured 
   
 

}  More socialist 
 

}  Paris 

} American Modernism 
 

}  Developed1930s-40s 
 

}  Pragmatic, intuitive, 
less formal approach  
to organizing space 
 

}  Democratic, capitalist 
 

}  New York City 

} American Modernism 
}  1913 
}  1930s 

}  The Depression 
}  World War 2 
}  After the War 

}  International Typographic Style 
} New York School 
}  Paul Rand’s Legacy 

Early 20th Century*very brief with American/western focus 

}  1900-1910 
}  First flight, Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 

}  1910-1920 
}  WWI, Russian Revolution, Prohibition(US), Titanic, Spanish flu 

}  1920-30 
}  The Roaring 20s 
}  Women’s Suffrage, first silent film, Babe Ruth, Mickey Mouse 

}  1930-40 
}  The Great Depression, Nazis,  Amelia Earhart 

}  1940-50 
}  WWII,  Atomic Bomb, apartheid 

Lester Beall, posters for Rural Electrification Administration, c. 1937 
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Lester Beall, poster for Rural Electrification Administration, c. 1937 

Immigrants to America 

}  1930s 
}  Flight from fascist regime of Nazis created one of 

greatest transnational migrations of intellectual and 
creative talent in history 

}  Scientists, authors, architects, artists, designers all left 
Europe for the safe haven of North America during 
late 1930s 

Immigrants to America 

}  1930s 

Immigrants to America  

}  1930s 
}  This core group are all Russian-born, French-educated 

immigrants who worked in editorial design for 
fashion magazines: 

} Erté (born Romain de Tirtoff) 
} Dr. Mehemed Fehmy Agha 
} Alexey Brodovitch 
} Alexander Liberman 

Erté 
}  The Russian-born painter Romain de Tirtoff, who called 

himself Erté after the French pronunciation of his initials, 
was one of the foremost fashion and stage designers 
of the early twentieth century.  

}  Erte also major contributor to Art Deco 
}  Also renowned for his illustrations and graphics 
}  Combined synthetic cubism styles with exotic 

decorativeness, and elegance of high fashion 
}  Signed to exclusive contract by Harpers Bazaar from 

1924 – 1937 to design covers and fashion illustrations 
}  (Worked with the magazine before 1924) 

Erté, Harper’s Bazaar cover, 1933 Erté, Harper’s Bazaar cover, 1935 Erté, Harper’s Bazaar cover, 1930s 
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Erté, Harper’s Bazaar cover, 1935 

Immigrants to America  

}  1930s 
}  This core group are all Russian-born, French-educated 

immigrants who worked in editorial design for 
fashion magazines: 

} Erté (born Romain de Tirtoff) 
} Dr. Mehemed Fehmy Agha 
} Alexey Brodovitch 
} Alexander Liberman 

Dr. Mehemed Fehmy Agha 
}  Early in 1929, M. F.  Agha came to the United States to 

assume the art direction at Vogue. It did not take long 
before it was clearly evident that M. F.  Agha was no 
ordinary art director. Whether it was out of deference to 
his extraordinary educational background, or because of 
his impressive personal style or charisma, he was known 
and addressed almost from his first day at the Condé 
Nast command post as Dr.  Agha. 

http://adcglobal.org/hall-of-fame/m-f-agha/ 

Dr. Mehemed Fehmy Agha, Vogue covers, 1930s  

Immigrants to America 

} 1930s 
}  This core group are all Russian-born, French-

educated immigrants who worked in editorial 
design for fashion magazines: 
} Erté (born Romain de Tirtoff) 
} Dr. Mehemed Fehmy Agha 
} Alexey Brodovitch 
} Alexander Liberman 

Alexey Brodovich, Harper’s Bazaar, 1934 

Alexey Brodovitch 
Alexey Brodovitch is remembered today as the art director of 
Harper's Bazaar for nearly a quarter of a century. But the volatile 
Russian emigré's influence was much broader and more complex 
than his long tenure at a fashion magazine might suggest.  
He played a crucial role in introducing into the United 
States a radically simplified, “modern” graphic design 
style forged in Europe in the 1920s from an amalgam of 
vanguard movements in art and design. Through his 
teaching, he created a generation of designers sympathetic to his 
belief in the primacy of visual freshness and immediacy. 
Fascinated with photography, he made it the backbone of 
modern magazine design, and he fostered the development of an 
expressionistic, almost primal style of picture-taking that became 
the dominant style of photographic practice in the 1950s. 

http://www.aiga.org/MobileSite/Interior.aspx?pageid=44&id=3147 Alexey Brodovich, Harper’s Bazaar covers, 1940s   Alexey Brodovich, directed or inspired 
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Alexey Brodovich, directed or inspired 

Immigrants to America 

} 1930s 
}  This core group are all Russian-born, French-

educated immigrants who worked in editorial 
design for fashion magazines: 
} Erté (born Romain de Tirtoff) 
} Dr. Mehemed Fehmy Agha 
} Alexey Brodovitch 
} Alexander Liberman 

Alexander Liberman, Vogue cover art, 1945 

http://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/alexander-liberman-a-definitively-modern-man 

Alexander Liberman 
}  American painter, sculptor, and photographer, and as 

editorial director of Condé Nast Publications, one of the 
most influential editors in the United States. Born 
in Kyiv, Ukraine, Liberman was schooled in England and 
France and studied painting and architecture in Paris. 
After moving to New York in 1941 he began working for 
the fashion magazine Vogue, becoming its art director in 
1943. In 1962 he was appointed editorial director for all 
Condé Nast Publications. Liberman’s bold graphic 
designs, new departures in photojournalism, and 
use of contemporary artists revolutionized the 
look of American magazines. 

http://www.englisharticles.info/2011/04/17/alexander-liberman/ Alexander Liberman, Vogue cover art 

} American Modernism 
}  1913 
}  1930s 

}  The Depression 
}  World War 2 
}  After the War 

}  International Typographic Style 
} New York School 
}  Paul Rand’s Legacy 

Early 20th Century*very brief with American/western focus 

}  1900-1910 
}  First flight, Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 

}  1910-1920 
}  WWI, Russian Revolution, Prohibition(US), Titanic, Spanish flu 

}  1920-30 
}  The Roaring 20s 
}  Women’s Suffrage, first silent film, Babe Ruth, Mickey Mouse 

}  1930-40 
}  The Great Depression, Nazis,  Amelia Earhart 

}  1940-50 
}  WWII,  Atomic Bomb, apartheid 

WPA (Works Progress Administration) 

} As part of The New Deal of President  
Franklin D Roosevelt, the federal government created 
The Works Progress of America, the WPA, in 1935 
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WPA (Works Progress Administration) 

} As part of The New Deal of President  
Franklin D Roosevelt, the federal government created 
The Works Progress of America, the WPA, in 1935 
}  Direct relief for the unemployed was replaced by 

work opportunities as billions of dollars were 
inserted into the economy as workers hired 
and pay rate  

}  Millions of workers paid from $15-20/month  
from 1935-41 

WPA (Works Progress Administration) 

} The WPA also enabled actors, musicians,  
visual artists, and writers to continue their 
professional careers  
}  A poster project was included as part of the 

various cultural programs 
}  While WPA alive, over 2 million copies  

of approximately 35,000 poster designs  
were produced  

Works Program Administration posters, 1935-41 

WPA (Works Progress Administration) 

}  Silk-screen printing’s characteristic FLAT color 
combined with influences from the  
}  Bauhaus 
}  Pictorial modernism 
} Constructivism 

 
}  Produced MODERNIST result 
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Immigrants to America 

}  Late 1930s 
}  Walter P. Paepke, Chicago industrialist 

Container Corporation of America (CCA) 

Immigrants to America 

}  Late 1930s 
}  Walter P. Paepke, Chicago industrialist 

Container Corporation of America (CCA) 
}  Pioneered manufacturing of paperboard and 

corrugated-fiber containers 
}  CCA became national company and nation’s largest 

producer of packaging materials 
}  Papke was unique among large industrialists –  

he recognized that design could both serve 
pragmatic business purpose AND become major 
cultural thrust on part of corporation 

}  Hired Cassandre (other artists also) 

 

A.M. Cassandre, advertisements for CCA, late 1930s 

Early 20th Century*very brief with American/western focus 

}  1900-1910 
}  First flight, Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 

}  1910-1920 
}  WWI, Russian Revolution, Prohibition(US), Titanic, Spanish flu 

}  1920-30 
}  The Roaring 20s 
}  Women’s Suffrage, first silent film, Babe Ruth, Mickey Mouse 

}  1930-40 
}  The Great Depression, Nazis,  Amelia Earhart 

}  1940-50 
}  WWII,  Atomic Bomb, apartheid 

WWII 

} World War II was the mightiest struggle 
humankind has ever seen. It killed more people, 
cost more money, damaged more property, 
affected more people, and caused more far-
reaching changes in nearly every country than 
any other war in history. The number of people 
killed, wounded, or missing between September 
1939 and September 1945 can never be 
calculated, but it is estimated that more than 55 
million people perished. 

http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1661.html 

WWII 

} More than 50 countries took part in the war, 
and the whole world felt its effects. Men fought 
in almost every part of the world, on every 
continent except Antarctica. Chief battlegrounds 
included Asia, Europe, North Africa, the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans, and the Mediterranean Sea. 

http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1661.html 

WWII 

}  War officially began on September 1, 1939,  
when Germany attacked Poland. Germany then 
crushed six countries in three months — Denmark, 
Norway, Belgium, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, 
and France — and proceeded to conquer Yugoslavia 
and Greece. 

}  Japan`s plans for expansion in the Far East led it to 
attack Pearl Harbor in December 1941, bringing 
the United States into the war. By early 1942, 
all major countries of the world were involved in 
the most destructive war in history. 
http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1661.html 
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Early 20th Century*very brief with American/western focus 

}  1900-1910 
}  First flight, Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 

}  1910-1920 
}  WWI, Russian Revolution, Prohibition(US), Titanic, Spanish flu 

}  1920-30 
}  The Roaring 20s 
}  Women’s Suffrage, first silent film, Babe Ruth, Mickey Mouse 

}  1930-40 
}  The Great Depression, Nazis,  Amelia Earhart 

}  1940-50 
}  WWII,  Atomic Bomb, apartheid 

WORLD History 

Jean Carlu, poster for the Office of Emergency Management, 1941 Ben Shahn, poster for U.S. Office of War Information, 1943 Joseph Binder, poster proposal for U.S. Army Air Corps, 1941 

J. Howard Miller, "We Can Do It!" poster, 1942 
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Norman Rockwell, Saturday Evening Post, "Rosie the Riveter", May 1943 

Immigrants to America 

}  Late 1930s 
}  Walter P. Paepke, Chicago industrialist 

Container Corporation of America (CCA) 
}  Pioneered manufacturing of paperboard and corrugated-

fiber containers 
}  CCA became national company and nation’s largest 

producer of packaging materials 
}  Papke was unique among large industrialists –  

he recognized that design could both serve 
pragmatic business purpose AND become major 
cultural thrust on part of corporation 

}  Hired Cassandre and Herbert Matter (other artists also) 

 

Herbert Matter, advertisements for CCA, 1940s 

}  During WWII, CCA innovated uses for paperboard 
packaging, which freed metals and other strategic 
materials for war efforts.   

}  Also the “Paperboard Goes to War” ad campaign 
Herbert Matter, advertisements for CCA, 1940s Herbert Matter, advertisements for CCA, 1940s 

After the War 

}  End of WWII  
was on  
August 15, 1945  
when Japan  
formally surrendered.  

After the War 

} CCA 
}  State Series 

Ben Cunningham (artist), Leo Lionni (art director), N.W. Ayer & Son (agency), CCA advertisement for Nevada , 1949 



3/17/15	  

9	  

CCA “State Series”,  late 1940s CCA “State Series”,  late 1940s 

After the War 

} CCA 
}  State Series 
} Great Ideas of Western Man 

Herbert Bayer, CCA ”Great Ideas” advertisements, 1954 (left), 1960 (right) 

After the War 

} CCA 
}  State Series 
} Great Ideas of Western Man 

} Advertising 
}  The economy picked up and advertising  

truly absorbed all of these influences as the 
designers took to these realms 

Herbert Matter, advertisement for Knoll Associates, 1948 Herbert Matter, brochure covers introducing Knoll chair, 1956 
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Herbert Matter, advertisement for Knoll Associates 

} American Modernism 
}  1913 
}  1930s 

}  The Depression 
}  World War 2 
}  After the War 

}  International Typographic Style 
} New York School 
}  Paul Rand’s Legacy 


