
¤ Visual Hierarchy 

¤ Grid, Grid, Grid:  
LINE THINGS UP! 
¤ Power (Rule) of Thirds 

¤ Typography  
¤ DON’T: Too Similar 
¤ DON’T: Too Big or Too Small 
¤ DO: Kerning and Leading 
¤ DO: Caps, lowercase, weights 

¤ Appeal On Shelf:  
Package ≠ Page 

¤ Exercises 
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The back of package labels can 
be really boring because of the 
information delivery and legal 
constraints. IT’S OK.  
The challenge is to make it interesting without being CRAZY.  
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EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Place tracing paper over  
the flat art from Project 1. 

¤ Using a straightedge,  
see how things line up.  
 
 



EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Now open your file on the computer.  

¤ View: Rulers so you can pull guides. 
See how things line up while  
you’re working. 



EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Back to your flat art. Consider the 
“front” and “back” as separate entities.  

¤ Using tracing paper, write down what 
you see first, second, third, etc.  
If you have artwork that wraps around 
the can, this can be considered too in 
the hierarchy. 



EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Consider the directions I told you. 
¤ You can adjust the UPC. Not just 

creatively. I explained and showed 
you that it could be much shorter. 





EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Consider the directions I told you. 
¤ You can adjust the UPC. Not just 

creatively. I explained and showed 
you that it could be much shorter. 

¤ Also be aware of visual tension! 



You know that visual tension is powerful. 
You know that visual tension is caused by  
shapes being uncomfortably close. 
SO FIX IT.  



EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Consider the directions I told you. 

 



EXERCISE 1: Project 1 examined 

¤ Consider the directions I told you. 

 





EXERCISE 2: Evaluating designs 

¤ All of the following designs are 
located on my Pinterest page 
“Package Design Labels”.  

¤ The link is on our FB page. Go here.  





EXERCISE 2: Evaluating designs 

¤ If you would like to explore a pin 
closer: select, then pull the pinned 
image to your desktop.  

¤ Open this in Photoshop to explore  
with guides. Evaluate hierarchy.  



EXERCISE 2: Evaluating designs 

¤ Discuss: 
¤ Centering vs. align right/left/full 
¤ Visual hierarchy 
¤ Type treatment 
¤ Power of Thirds 
¤ How form affects design 
¤ Appeal on shelf 
¤ Other? 



EXERCISE 3: Soap boxes 

¤ Get out your Palmolive soap box. 
Remove it from the white sheet if it is 
still attached.  

¤ Explore all that we’ve discussed. 
Consider it as both flat art and as the 
assembled package. 

¤ Discuss. TAKE NOTES! 



EXERCISE 3: Soap boxes 

¤ Open the dieline and the  
project sheet. 

¤ With attention to panel placement, 
copy in the legal (including UPC)  
and work with it.  

¤ Keep in grayscale and only worry about 
size and placement.  

¤ Review directions. Ask questions. 
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